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PUBLISHERS PREFACE.

It is with the confident feeling that they have not merely fultilled, but far exceeded, all
promises made at the outstart that the publishers presont to their patrons and the public, after
considerable more than a year’s labor from the time of its meeption, the now completed History
of Lehigh and Carbon Counties. As the result of the united and carcful Inbors of men thor-
oughly experienced in the collection, compilation, and writing of local history, and of scores of
residents of the region which is the province of the work, including not. only those who are
mentioned as the writers of certain chapters, but others who have made lessor contrib itions,—
all especially qualified by original knowledge, by investigation, or by virtuc of their positions to
be the purveyors of local lore,~—we think that the volume will merit and receive the favorable
indorsement of those most competent to eviticise the work wlhich it contamns, and that time will
not modiy in the slightest degree, but, on the contrary, greatlv increase, their estimation. In
the broadly comprehensive sense, Mr. Alfred Mathews was the author awd editor of the
history, He was assisted Ly Mr., Austin N, Hungerford of the publishers” corps.  To these
gentlemen should be aceredited almost eversthing in the volume not cspecially denoted as the
work of others, embracing the larger part of its contents, and of course implying supervision
of the whole.  Other writers who have been engaged upon the work are hore designated : Roev.

o

A. R Horne, DI, was the author of the voluminous and interesting chapter (vi, in the
history of Lehigh County) on the Pennsylvania Germans., 1. V. @ Inviliiers was the writer of
the chapter on the geology of Iehigh Countv, and Charles A. Ashburner, M.S,, of that on
Carbon County’s vock and mineeal formation. OF the townships of Lehigh County, Heidel-
berg and Liynn were written by Samuel J. Kistler, Hsq.; Upper Macungie, by Rev. M. J.
Keamlich ; Lower Macungie, by I. R. Lichtenwullner, Esq.; Upper and Lower Milford, by
o W. Floves; Salisbury, by Professor J. Q. Kunuss; U pper Saucon, by Frank B. Heller
Waissenberg, by Solomon I, and Henry F. Rupp; Whitehall, by I. I7. Diefenderfer, Bsq., and
I8, J. Newhard, Fsq.; North Whitehall, by James L. Schaadt, Hisn.; South Whitehall, by Rev.
F. I Bernd ; and the borough of Emaus, by H. W. Jarrctt. In the history of Carbon County,
two of the general chapters—those on the leoal and niedical professions—ivere contributed by
Dr. R. Leonard, of Maueh Chunl. Towamensing and Lower Towamensing were contributed
by Col. John Craig; the borough of Packerton, by W, Lee Stiles: the borough of Parryville,
by Dennix Bauman; and the borough of Weatherly, by Dr. J. B. Tweedle. Besides these
writers there wre manv others who have eontributed chureh and schiool histories, ete., whose
names ave, as a rule, mentioned in conneetion with their articles. The number of these s very
large,

On behalf of themselves and of the writers in their employ the publishers return their most
sineere thanlks to all who have assisted in the compilation of the history by furnishing informa-
tion or extending courtesics to those it search of it. 1o mention individual Iy all of those who
have thus aided our efforts (and indirectly benefited themselves and their posterity, making pos-
sible the preparation of an ample and authentic history of these counties) would he impossible,

as the list would include the names of the county, city, and borough officials, the members of the
ii1
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press and clergy, numerous persons identified with the railroads and with manufacturing inter-
ests, and a long array of the old citizens. At the risk, however, of appearing to make an
invidious distinction we will present the names of a very few, whose positions in life or the
possession of peculiar or extensive information has enabled them to be of especial service to the
writers. Ifirst among those, so far at lcast as Lehigh County is concerned, should perhaps be
mentioned Robert 1. Wright, Esq., the veteran lawyer, and the late Christian Pretz, who was a
pioneer in Allentown’s period of growth, Of the same city should be mentioned also 1n this
connection Augustus L. Ruhe, Tilghman Good (recently chief of police), the late ITon. Samuel A,
Bridges, the late Peter Huber, Samuel Lewis, Joseph B. Lew:s, Eli J. Sacger, James L. Schaadt,
Esq., C. W. Cooper (of the Allentown National Bank), Rev. A. J. G. Dubbs, Rev. Joshua
Yeager, Rev. Schindel, Rev. Thomas N. Reber, Professor J. O, Knauss, Maj. E. R. Newhard,
Thomas B. Metzgar, Hsq., B. I\ Trexler, Robert Iredell, Jr., C. Frank Haines, Jesse Grim,
Ephraim Grim, A. (. Reminger, Col. T. H. Good, and Joseph I'. Newhard. "The history of
Allentown has been cnriched by Rev. J. H. Dubbs, of Lancaster, and that ot half a dozcn or
more townships in Lehigh County extensively increased in value by the contributions of Rev.
William A. Helffvich. KEspeecial mention should be made of the friendship of Samuel Thomas,
Col. M. H. Ilorn, Rev. Cornelius Karle, Oliver and John Williams, Joshua Hunt, Samuel
Glace, William H. Glace, Esq., Jacob Laubach, and Charles (. Schellner, all of Catasauqua,
and of T. J. Stetler, Charles Peters, and D. D. Jones, of Slatington.

Among the citizens of Carbon County whose kindly offices we must not pass without recog-
nition are J. H. Chapman, Dr. R. Leonard, Thomas L. Foster, John Ruddle, Robert (3. Butler,
Judge A. G. Brodhead, E. IL. Rauch, John TPainter, James 1. Blakslee, Hon. Robert Klotz,
and B. R. Siewers, Fsq. To the late Judge ITarry I Packer the writers in our employ were
under obligations for many favors. We will add, in this connection, that acknowledgments of
indebtedness for kindnesses to others are made elsewhere in this volume in appropriate connec-
tions.

In concluding these few lines a word concerning the department of illustrations, which
supplements the literary contents of the volune, is not out of place. The illustrations consist
largely of portraits of some of those men who have heen or are prominent residents of the ter-
ritory to which this volume is devoted. These portraits, with the accompanying hiographical
sketches, form a feature which is sometimes the subject of ill-considered eriticism, on the ground
that some of them are of persons living. Nevertheless, in the judgment of the publishers and
of a oreat many persons who have given the matter careful consideration, the department js one
which should not be omitted or limited by the insertion of none but the portraits and sketehes of
those who arc deceased. When it is borne in mind how swiftly the stream of life and time
sweeps onward,—how swiftly the present becomes the past,—there will be few to find fault with
this department ; and when a score or more of years have clapsed,—when the gencrations now
marching in the front and in the closely-succeeding ranks shall have passed away,—this feature
will be invaluable, serving as the best reminder of some of their most conspicuous and honored

characters to those who remain,
THE PUBLISHERS.

PuiLADELIHITA, June, 1884,
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LEHIGH COUNTY.

CHAPTER L

TR REP KRACE SUPPLANTED BY THE WIITL,

Treaties and Settlement—Condition of the Country prior to the Revolu-
tinn.

The Delaware or Lenni Lenape Indians.—When
the emissarics of civilization—the explorers and pio-
neers—first entered upon those noble rivers, the
Hudson and the Delaware, the great wilderness
region now comprised in the wealthy States of Penn-

ered a racc called the Allegwi, occupying a vast do-
main, and not only stronger in number than them-

' selves, but equally brave and morc skilled in war,

. They had, indecd, fortified towns and numerous

sylvania, New Jersey, and New York was occupied

by Indian tribes comprehcnsively called the Algon-

uing.  This ereat division embraced two groups of
o

nations, the Iroquois and the Delawares.
cuage of both was the Algonquin, but it was spoken
in variouns dialects.

Very little friendship existed between the Iroquols
and the Delawares. The latter, who called them-
selves the Lenni Lenape, or “ the original people,” in-
deed, held themselves as superior to any other tribe or
nation, They claimed to have existed from the be-

The lan- -

i victors.

ginuine of time, and it is certain the Miamis, Wyan- .
dots, Shawanese, and more than twenty other tribes .
. taries, they found the land they had journeyed in

admitted their great antiguity and applied to them
the title of * grandiathers.”

One of their traditions

was that, ages before their occupancy of what became

Pennsylvania and its northern and eastern neigh-
hors, their ancestors had dwelt in a far-away country

heyond the Father of Waters, and near the wide sea

in which the sun sank.
moons they had traveled eastward, seeking a fairer
country of which their prophets had told them, and
as they neared the westcrn shores of the great Mis-

They believed that for muny -

sissippi they had met another great nation of men,
- whole of the State of New York and a portion of

the very existence of which they had been in ignor-
- &

1 .
ance, These people, they say, were the Mengwe or
Nations, because consisting of the confederated tribes

the Iroquois, and this was the first meeting of those
two nations, destined to remain for centuries rivals
and encmies, They journeyved on together, nelther

in warfare nor friendship, but they presently found

that they must unite their forces agalnst a common

enemy.
:

strongholds.! The Allegwi permitted a part of the
emigrating nations to pass the border of their country,
and huving thus caused n division of their antago-
nists, fell upon them with great fury to annibilate
thent. But the main body of the allicd Mengwe and
Lenape rallying {rom the first shock, made resistance
with sueh desperate energy that they defeated the
Allegwi, and sweeping them forward as the wind docs

the dry leaves of the forvest, they invaded the country,

and during a long and bleody war won victory after
victory, until they had not only entirely vanquished,
but wellnigh exterminated them. Their country, in
which their earth fortifications remained the only re-
minder of the dispersed nation, was cccupled by the
After this both the Mengwe and the Lenape
ranged eastward, the former kecping to the north-
ward, and the latter to the southward, until they
reached respectively the Hudson and the Delaware,
which they called the Lenape Wihittuck. Upon its
banks, and in the wild region watered by its tribu-

quest of from the setbing sun.

Whether or not we belicve ag a whole this legend,
it is a fact that the two nations were located as
deseribed when the first accurate knowledge of them
was obtained by the whites. The country of the
Mengwe or Iroquois extended from the Hudson and
Lake Champlain to the shores of Lake Erie, and
from the head-waters of the Alleghany, Susque-
hanna, and Delawarc to the shores of Lake Ontario,
and even aecross the St. Lawrence, thus embracing the.

Canada. The Iroguois—usnally called the Iive

of the Mohawks, Senecas, Cayugas, Onondagas, and

1 By mauy this tradition of the emigration of the Lenni Lenape is
believed to have a solid foundation in fact, and the Allegwi are re-

- aarded as being the Mound-Builders, whosae vast works are numerous

East of the Father of Waters they discov-

along the Mississippi, the Ohio, and their {ributaries,

1
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Oneidas, hecoming about 1712, by the incorporation

of the refugee Southern tribe of Tuscaroras, the BIX !

Nations—were almost copstantly at war with their
peighbors the Lenape or Delawares.

The Delawarcs were divided into pations in much
{he same manner as their northern cnemies. Ol
these the most notable were the branches of the
Turtle or Unamis, the Turkey or Unalaclitgo, an d the
Wolf or Minsi {corrupted into Monsey). While the
domain of the Delawares extended from the sea-coast
between the Olesapeake and Long Island Sound back
beyond the Susquehanna to the Alleghanies and north-
ward to the hunting-grounds of the Iroguoils, it scems

HISTORY OF LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA.

i hig own desire

and free offer, sold all his land upon
Pahlkehoma (Perkiomen) to William Penn, for the

* soneideration of 2 Matcheoats, 4 pair of stockings,

not to have been regarded as the common country of

the tribes, but to have been set apart for them 1In
more or less distinctly-defined districts. The Unamis
and Unalachtgo nations, subdivided into the tribes
of Assunpinks, Matas, Chichequaas, Shackamaxons,
Tuteloes, Nanticockes, and many others, occupicd the
lower country toward the coast, while the more war-
like tribe of the Minsi or Woll, as Heckewelder
informs us, “had chosen to live back of the other
tribes, and formed a kind of a bulwark for their pro-
tection, watching the motions of the Mengwe, and

being at hand to offer aid 1n case ol a rupturc with

them,”

«The Minsi,” continues the anthority from whom
we have quoted, ¢ extended their settlements from the
Minisink, a place (on the Declaware, in Monroe
County) named after them, where they had their
couneil-scat and fire, quite up to the Hudson on the
east, and to the west and south far hevond the Sus-
quchanna ; their northern boundaries were supposed
originally to be the heads of the great rivers Susque-
hanna and Delaware, and their southern that ridge
of hills known in New Jersey by the name of Mus-
kanccum, and In Pennsylvania by those of Lehigh,
Coghnewago, cte. Within this boundary were their
principal settlements, and even 4s late as 1742 they
had 2 town with a peach-orchard on the tract of land

manpy tamily settlements here and there scattered.”!

Thus it appears that the Minsi Delawares were the
ancient owners of the territory now included in Lie-
high County, and that lhese hills and mountains and
valleys were their hunting-ground, the Lehigh River
and all of the sparkling trout-sivarming lesser streams
their fishing-places,

One of the earliest purchases of land from the In-

dians in the Lehigh region was in the year 1684, the
parties being William Penn and Maughaughsin, from
whom {according to some authorities) came the name
Macungie, applied to a township of Lchigh County.
This personage was one of the leading chiels of the
Delawares.

On the 3d day of June, 1684, Maughaughsin, upon

1 ¢t History, Manners, and Customs of the Indian Nations who once
Iuhabited Pennsylvania,” by Rev. John Heckewelder.

and 4 Bottles of Sider.”
It may be interesting to give the deed in ifs original
form, viz.:

“«INDTAN DEED FOL LANDR TO WILLIAM PLNK, 1GR4,

« Tpon my own Desire and free Offer, I, Manghaughsin, in considera-
tion of Two Muatcheoats, four pair of Stockings, and four Botiles of Sider,
do herehy gmunt and make over all my Land npon Pahlkehoma, to Wm
Penn, Propt and Governt of Penusylvapia and Territories, his heirs &
Assignes forever, wib whicl Town myself satisfied, and promize never to
malest any Christians go cnlld y* shall seat thereon Ly his ovrd.

“ Witness oy hand and SBeal at Philadelphia yo third day of ye fourth
montly, 1654

T he mark of M AUTEHATGHEIN.

“ @iened, svaled, and delivered in presence of us.
CPTIR THomAs LEHMAN.
S Thomas HoLwr,
“ Iwo, DAaviERs.
“Gronan Fanex”
(From the “ Pennsylvania Archives.")

Soon after the delivery of the above deed to Wil-
Ham Penn, Maughaughsin and most ol Iis people ledt
this region and moved over the Blue Mountains, only

o few individuals remaining in their old homes, the

valleys of the Milfords and the surrounding country.

The © Walking Purchase.”—Among the various
negotiations by which the Indians were led to surren-
der their domain to the superior race was the famous
“« Walking Purchase” of 1787, No cvent in the his-
tory of the region gave so much dissatisfaction to the
Indians as the making of this alleged unjust bargain,

| and it was directly or indirectly productive of elfects

| Wakeficld.

which we shall chronicle in the next chapter, as well
as of others of which we shall present an account in
the history of Carbon County.

The first release of Indian title etfeeted in the prov-

: ' ince was brought about in 1682, belore Penn’s arrival,
where Nazareth was afterwards built, another on the |
Lchigh, and others beyond the Blue Ridge, besides |

by his Deputy Governor, William Markham. This
embraced all the territory between the Neshaminy
and the Delaware as far up as Wrightstown and Upper
In 1683 and 1684, Penn himself made
other purchases. In 1686 it has been claimed that
the Indians eranted to him a fract of country com-

- mencing on the line of the former purchases, and ex-

tending as far northwesterly as 1 man could ride on
Lorseback in two days. No copy of the treaty or
deed was preserved, it any was made, and the extent
of the averred purchase remained undecided. Settlers,
however, began to throng into the lower part ol the
country which it was supposed had been purchased,
and they soon pushed above the Forks ol the Dela-
ware (the confluence of that river with the Lehigh}.

| The Indians believed that their lands were being en-

croached upon, and they had several meetings with
the proprictaries to carry out the measurcs of the
treaty of 1686, and to definitely fix the limits of the
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ceded territory, The first was held at Durham, below
Easton, in 1784; another was at Dennsbury, in May, |
1735, and the negotiations were concluded at Phila- |
delphia, Aug. 25, 1787, The last meeting resulted in
an agreemaent that the treaty of 1636 should be con-
summated, und the extent of the purchase was decided
inanovel manner. The proprietaries were to receive
such portion of the Indian territory as should be in-
clded within « line drawn northwesterly from a !
poiut in or near Wrightstown as far as a man could
walk in a day and a half, and 4 linc drawn from his |
stopping-place gtraight to the Delaware, which was of |
course the castern boundary,
While the trealy was in negotiation the proprie- i
taries caused a preliminary or trial walk to be made |
to ascertain what amount of ground could be secured. |
[t appears that this was undertaken as early as April, !
1785, and that the trees along the route were blazed,
30 that the persons to be engaged in the walk decid-
ing the ownership of Jand might have the advantage
of & marked pathway. As soon as the treaty of
Aug, 25, 1737, bad been consummated, James Steel, |
recciver-general under Thomas Penn, took meusures
to secure for the performance of the purchase-walk
the man who had *“ held out the best” in the prelim-
inary walk, It was propesed that he should walk
with two others, who were actively to engage in com-
petition, and that Tiwmothy Smith, sheriff’ of Ducks
County, and John Chapman, surveyor, should accom-
pany the trio, provide provisions, ete. The time fixed
for the walk under the treaty was Sept. 12, 1737, bhut
it was postponed until the 19th. The preliminaries
were all arranged in advance, and Itdward Marshall, |
James Yeates, and Solomon Jennings, all noted for
their powers of endurance, and one of them undoubt- |
edly the champion ot the trial walk, were employed 5.
by the proprietarics to make the decisive eflort. It |
was arranged that the Indians should send some of
their young men along to see that the walk was fairly
made. The walkers were promiscd five pounds in
money and five hundred acres of lund. The place |
of starting was fixed at a well-known point, a large
chestnut-tree near the junction of the Pennsville aud
Darham roads, at the Wrightstown meeting-house, in
Bucks County, very close to the northern boundary
of the Markham purchase. Marshall, Yeates, and
Jennings stood with their hands upon the tree, and as |
the sun rose above the horizon the signal was given
by Slierift Smith, and they started. Thelr route was |
as straight as the inequalities of the ground and the !
numerous obstructions would permit, and fed for a
number ot miles along the Durham road (which was |
then a road in little more than name). It is sald that !
Yeates led the way with a light step, and next came
Jennings, with two of the Indian walkers, while
Marshall was last, a considerable distance behind the
others. Ile swung ahatchet in his hand, and walked
with an easy and careless lope. The walkers reached
Red ITill, in Bedminster, in two and a half hours

3

THE RED RACE SUPPLANTED BY THE WHITLE.

~reached the ILehigh River,

3

- took dinner with the Indian trader Wilson, on’ Dur-

ham Creelt, near where the old furnuce stood, crossed
the Lehigh a mile below Bethiehem, at what 13 now
Jones Island, and passing the Blue Ridge at Smith’s
Gap {in what is now Moore township, Northampton
Co.), slept at night on the northern slope. The walk
was resumed at sunrise, and terminated at noon, when
Marshall, who alone held out, threw himself at length
upon the ground and grasped a sapling, which was
marked as the end of the line. Jennings first gave
out, about two miles north of the Tohickon, and then
lagged behind with the followers until the party
e then left for his
Lome, in what is now Salisbury township,' Liehigh Co.

Yeates fell at the foot of the mountain, on the
morning of the second day, wuas quite blind when
taken up, and died three days later. AMarshall, the
champion of the walk, was not in the least injured
by lis exertion, and lived to the age of seventy-nine,
dying in Tinicumn, Backs Co.?

The walk ig said to have followed an Indian path
which led from the hunting-grounds of the Minsis
down to Bristol, on the Delaware. The Indians
showed their dissatisfaction ut the manner in which
the so-called *‘ walk™ was made, and left the party
before it was concluded. It is said that they fre-
quently called upon the walkers not to run. The dis-
tance walked, according to the generally-accepted
measurement, was sixty-one and one-fourth miles,
Nicholas Scull says it was only fifty-five statute miles,
while others estimate the distance as high as cighty-
six miles.

When the walk had reached the extreme point in

- o northwesterly direction from the starting-place, it

still remained to run the line to the Delaware, and
here aroge anotlhier ground for disagreement. The
Indians had cxpected that a straight line would be
drawn to the river at the nearest point, but instead it
was run at right angles and reaclied the river at or
near the Laxawaxen, taking In about twice as much
territory as would have been included by the other
arrangement. The lines embraced nearly all of the
lands within the forks of the Delaware (that is, be-

1 Solomon Jennings hadd gettled sime years previous to the ¥ Walking
T'urchase™ on what is now the Geisinger farm, two miles alove listh-
lebem, and, living on the extreme fronticr, had becowme famous as &
hunier and woodsman, a fact which led to his heing selected as one of
the wallkers, He is snid to have been extremely fond of whiskey, and
it has been averred that it was because of that wealkness that he tailed
in the wallk., This, however, may bo an injustice to him, 1t is certain
that ho never recovered from the effects of his overexertion, though he
lived tor twenty vears. I1liz son, John Jennings, was elected sheritf of
Nortlimmpton Connty Iu 1762, and again in 1765, 1t 33 traditioually as-
sarted that Solomon Jenninges received whiat is now known as the Geis-
ingoar farm a8 a reward for his takiug pavt in the walk, but there i no
foundation for that theory of his owoership, and it is well kaown that
he resided upoun the property for a number of yeavs prior to 1737, The
farm was gold to Jacob Goisinger at publdic sale in 1764,

2 The date of his death was Nov. 7, 1789, He wuas n native of Dustle-
ton, Philadeiphia Co., where he was born in 1710, Ila was twice mar-
ried, and the father of twenty-one children, He lived for a time on the
island in the Dlelaware oppesite Tinieum which bears his name,






4 HISTORY OF LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA.

tween the Delaware and the Lower Lehigh), the cele-
brated Minisink flats, and in fact all of the valuable
land south of the Blue Ridge. The quantity of land
embraced in the purchase was about tive Thundred
thousand acrcs. James Steel, writing to Letitia Au-
brey in 1737, said that it required about four days to
walk from the upper end of the day and a half’s
journcy, and that “ after they crogsed the great ridge
of mountains they saw very little good or even toler-
able land fit for settlement.”

This walk gave great dissatisfaction to the Indians,
and was the principal cause of the council held at
Easton in 1756, where it was claborately discussed.
The Indians complained that the walkers walked too
fast, that they should have stopped to shoot game and
to smoke: in short, should have walked as the In-
dians usually did when engaged in the hunt. They
also found fault with the manner in which the line
was run from the stopping-place to the river, claim-
ing that it should have been drawn to the nearest
point. The proprictaries were accused of trickery
and dishonesty, and whether justly or unjustly, the
“ walling purchase” drew upon them and their asso-
ciates the bitter hatred of the Delawares. It was the
smoldering fire of the feeling thus engendered which
by the influence of men or events was fanned into an
intense heat a-generation later, and created great
havoe in the region now comprised in Lehigh, North-
ampton, and Carbon Counties.

Advent of the White Man as a Settler.—Lehigh
County was originally a portion of the great county
of Bucks, established, with Philadelphia snd Chester,
in 1682, and its carliest scttlemoents were formed for
the most part by the people who pushed northward
from below the present boundaries of Bucks and
Montgomery Counties.

White men found their way into the Lehigh region
during the seventecnth centory, but they camce as
traders ratlier than settlers, and do not deserve the
honor of especial consideration by the historian, and
indeed could not receive it, as they left no mark upon
the country and only a meagre record of their adven-
turex. In fact their action, counfined principally to
more or less questionable transactions with the In-
dians, demands no chronicling.

As enrly as 1701 the Lehigh region was brought
unpleasantly into the notice of the proprietarics by
the presence of that class of white men to whom we
have referred, and they also had reason to believe
that Seneca Indians from the region which i now the
State of New York had made a southern scout with
a4 view to harassine the more peacelul Delawares and
the few white seltlers in the lower part of Bucks
County.

Just at what time the first waves of that population
which was evenlually to fill Lehigh County and much
of the territory beyond the Blue Ridge broke over the
southern boundary canmot at this period be stated.
It is fair, however, to infer {from various [acts that it

was as early as 1715. The “Irish settlement,” just
across the eastern border in Northampton County, 1s
known to have been estabiished in 1728, aund a
number of individual pionecrs, according to reliable
traditions and oven well-attestéd records, had come
into what is now Lehigh County by 1730, The lands
in the Lehigh valley were not formally thrown open
to scttlement until 1784, Tt is fair to suppose that
legal impediment being removed, the people newly
arrived in this country from Germany and secking
homes thronged in quite rapidly considering the
many disadvantages to be overcome and the not very
assuring attitude of the Indians.

Upper Milford (comprising what 12 now included in
both Upper and Lower Milford) appears to have been
the most thickly-settled portion of the territory
during the first few years, for its people were the first
to call for a separate township organization. Drior to
1737 .they had been under the jarisdiction of the
great township of Milford, of which the division In
Bucks County yet known by the name was a part, but
in January of that year twenty-threc of the inhabi-
tants, whom we may take it for granted were among
thie most intelligent and cnlerprising, petitioned the
county court for a distinct township. The nanies ol
those early settlers of the southern part ol the county
were Peter Walker, Ulrich Kirsten, A. Matthias Ochs,
Johannes Meyer, Joseph Henckel, Danicl TRunsch,
Heinrich Willim, Heinrich Ris, Willlam Bit, Cristian
Bieli, Jacob Wetel, Johannes Betlzart, Duwalt Mach-
ling, Johannes Hast, Meclchoir Stuher, Michael Kol-
ner, Felix Benner, Jacob Derry, Michael Zimmer-
man, —— Longhurst, Mirwin Weilinacht, Johannes
Bangeoner, and Hannes Ord. "Fhe township was sur-
veyed and laid out by John Chapman on March 135,
1738. At about the same time the township wax
formed, or a little later, old documents show that
there were living there a number of other families,
among them being those bearing the names of Tabbs,
Eberhard, Floover, Mumbauer, Rocder, Spinner,
Stahl, and Weandt. Still later there eame into the
same territory the Dickenshicds, Hetricks, MeNoldies,
Millers, Schelleys, Keipers, Snyders, Rudolphs, Dret-
zes, Heinbachs, Derrs, and many more. With very
few exceptions thesc pioncers were (ermans, prinei-
pally from the Palatinate.

Trae in Anerica to the religion for which they had
been persecuted in Europe, one of the lirst acts of the
Milford pioneers was to establish a church. It 1=
probable that this was done prior to 1736, but the
earlicst record of Daptism occurs under date of April
24tl in that year. A patent was secured Sept. 27,
1738, tor the tract of land which had been sclected
and built upon, and from that date the organization
known as the “Swamp Churely,” originally estab-

1 A ghapter npon the Germans. expressly prepared for this work by
Rev. A. X, Horne, gives much interesting information, not only con-
cerning the immigration of these perseculed people, but their character,
custoing, ete.
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lished by the Lutheran and German Retormed ele-
ments, has been of the latter denomination.’

The scttlers on the south bank of the Lehigh had
become so numerous by 1742 that they considered
themselves entitled to a sepurate tnwnéhip organiza-

womparatively slow scttlement of Hanover. This

- township, containing the only territory of the county

tion, and accordingly a number of them, who de-
- erected 1t was divided into two townships, cach of
which, as they were separated by the county line, was

seribed themselves as living “on and near Sancon,”
petitioned the court to confirm a survey which they
had had made in April.
the March term following (1743), Saucon township
then being established, The signers of the appli-
cation were Christian Newcomb, Philip Kissenger,
George Sobus, Henry Rinkard, John Yoder, John
Reeser, Christian Smith, Henry Bowman, Samucl
Neweomb, Benedict Koman, Felty Staymets, Henry
Rinkard, Jr., Georee Troom, Adam Wanner, Owen
Owen, Thomas Owen, John Williamg, John Tool,
John Thomas, Joseph Samuel, Isaac Samuel, Wil-
liam Murry (Mori and Mory, according to other carly
records), Michael Narer, John Apple, Jacob Gonner,
Henry Keerer, George Bockman, George Marksteler,
and Henry Rumiold.

paucon was divided into Upper and Lower Saucon
m 1743, On the erection of Northampton County in
1752 they both became a portion of its tervritory, and
on the erection of Lehigh Upper Saucon was assigned
to it

The settlement of the Moravians at Bethlchem, in

1740, did muech toward bringing farmers into the °

Saucon region. They doubtless felt a certain sensc
of security in locating themselves so near an organ-
1zed colony which they judged by its policy would
always retain the regard of the Indians,

Thelr prayer was granted at -

retain title.

At what is now Bouth Betlhilelhiem, on the spot where
- Peter Walbert, Jr., Philip Simes, Josoph Albright,

the Union depot stands, was built in 1745 that place
of entertainment which became celebrated as the
Crown Inu. This was the first tavern on the river
really deserving the name, and became a popular
stopping-place for travelers, as well as a favored and
tamiliar resort for the pioneer farmers in the sur-
rounding country. It was managed by the Moravians.

The development of Hanover township from its wild
condition to a well-settled and prosperous region was
no doubt largely influcuced by the Moravian eolony.
It had received o few pioneers in 1735 or soon alter,

lying east of the Lehigh, was originally a portion of
the extensive Allen township, which included the
Scoteh-Trish  seftlement.  Hanover was separately
organmized 1n 1798, and when Lehigh County was

allowed fo retain the original name. The greater
part of the original towuship of ITanover was included
in the tract calied the “ Dry-lands” or Manor of Fer-
mon, originally laid out for the proprietaries, and
when they were divested of their estates after the
close of the Revolutionary war it was not included,
being their private property. Dut the settlers were
dissatisfied and contested their rights in numerous
suits, the basis being denial that the Penus could
These dragged on without scttlement
until as late as 1796, when all were discontinued, the
scttlers and the Penns cach bearing an equal part of
the costs, and the former recciving their lands on pay-
ment of £65 105, {or every one hundred acres.

The territory ol the two Macungies was sottled
contemporanecusly with that of the Millords and
of Saucon, that 1s, beginning in or soon alter 173
and its pioncers were of the sume cliss—Germans, for
the most part newly arrived and making their way
northward through what are now Bucks and BMont-
gomery Counties to obtain cheap homes {n an unin-
habited or sparscly settled country. When petition
was made for the estallishment of the townghip in
17432, there were living in the region which it was
proposed to inciude, Peter Trexler, Henry Sheath,
Jeremiah Trexler, John Eecle, Frederick Rowey,

Jacob Wagner, Melchoir Smith, George Stininger,
Jacob Micr, George Hayn {or Haines), Adam Cook,
Caspar Mier, Kayde Crim {or Grim), John Clymer,
and Adam Prous. These were the signers of the
petition, and doubtless they were only a very small
proportion of the male inhabitants.

Thai the people of Macungie were euterpriging is
shown from the [net that they took steps to secure

- what was the first road in the county as early as 1735,

and its population increased faster after the planting

of Bethlehem. Still several thousand acres of land
i Hanover remained unsold up to and after the time
of the Revolution, A large portion of the township
was considered poor soil during the last century,

They petitioned for a road to lead “ from Goshen-
hoppen to Joremiah TFrexler’s tavern,” and return
being made in 1738 the road was duly laid out. Gosh-
cnhoppen was in what is now Montgpomery County,
and the Trexlor tavern, whicl was in Macungie, was

~1n all probability the nucleus about whielh Trexler-

which in this, under scientific processes of farming, is -

equal to any in the county. To be called a “ Dry-
lander” implied reproach. There were other causes,
however, than the supposed poverty of soil for the

1 deo chapter upon the townships for a detailed history of this pioheer
educational instithition,

= The namos appear as hero spelled, in the record, but the orthography

is incorrect v many instances,  For the corrocted spelling ses Saucon

tuwnship,

town was built. In 1745 another road was opened
from the German seftlements in Macungie in a north-
easterly direetion to the Lehigh, near Bethlehem. It
was a mere bridle-path during the first fifteen or
twenty years, or until the nceds of the people de-
manded its being enlarged and improved to serve as a
wagon-road,

There seems to have been littie it any difference
between the time Saucon and its northern neighbor,
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Salishury, were gettled, though the latter did not re-
ceive accessions to its population so fast as the former,
owing probably to the fact that its lands were largely
patented in large tracts to men who were not im-
patient to realize upon the property. In March, 1732,
John, Thomas, and Richard Penn issucd their war-
rant for the survey of a tract of five thousand acres of
land for Thomas Penn, his heirs or assigns. Penn
assigned the warrant to Joseph Turner, and Turner
to William Allen, the last-named receiving it Sept.
10, 1786. A portion of the tract surveyed by virtue
of the warrant lay in Salisbury, and a portion was
upon the opposite side of the Lehigh.,  Other exten-
sive tracts were surveyed along the river, one of them
of three thousand acres granted the same year to
Allen, including the site of- Allentown, which was
laid out in 1762. The region was principally settled
by Germans, A few Moravians settled at what is
now tmaug in 1747. Salisbury was not scttled as a
township until after Northampton County was organ-
ized in 1752, but the district extending to Allentown
in one dircction, to Saucon in another, and to Ma-
cungie in a third came commonly to be called
“ Sebhmaltzeass,” meaning, freely translated, “a fine or
rich region.”

(3radmally. the tide of immigration rolled on into
Whitehall, and then into what is now Washington
and the back territory.

Whitehall received quite a large influx of pioneers
who were of a superior class between 1730 and 1735.
Among the first was Adam Deshler. In 1733 came
John Jacob Mickley {(a ITuguenot, whose name was
originally spelled Michelet). Then there came the
Balliets, Troxells, Steckels, Burkhalters, Schireibers,
Sacgers, Schaadts, Keons, Knapps, Guths, and many
others, among them Lynford Lardner, who built
about 1740 the house which gave name to the town-
ship. It was visited by large parties of gentlemen,
who came up from Philadelphia as the proprictor’s
guests to shoot game. It naturally was called *The
HalP” by those aristocratic sportsmen, who imitated
the English country nomenclature. A coat of white-
wash gave rcason for the rest of the name, and when
the townghip was organized the name Whitehall was
chosen to designate it.

The majority of the carly settlers of old Whitchall
located in that fertile, well-wooded, and well-watered
region drained by Coplay Creek, which because of its
productiveness was called Egypta, or Iigypt, a name
also applied to the church that was organized here
in the infancy of the scttlement.

In antithesis to thiz name Egypt is that of Alle-
mingel, meaning “ all is wanting,” applied to the west-
ern part of Lehigh County and a part of Berks ad-
joining. Many of the early German settlers passed
over the fine lands in the southern portion of the
county and along the river to the hilly region of

Lynn township, and of Albany in Berks, becausc 1t
more nearly resembled the land which had been their

home. They soon discovered their mistake. and in
sorrow and disgust called the country Allemiingel,—
““all wants,”—* there is no water, no richness.” The
people like the soil became poor, and many of them
woent down into ¢ Egvpt’” after corn,

After a score of vears of peacc and progress, the
total population of the territory now comprising
Lehigh County was in 1752, when it became a part
of the newly-erected Northampton, about three thou-
sand souls., These were distributed, according to the
rude census then taken to ascertain the number of

inhabitants of the new county, as follows:

I Bl s S S AR R R A e AN
LI Bhor Salenm. s i s n ety £
B T S T P Bo0
Uppuet parts of Lehich County, forming subsequently
the townyhipg of Lynn, Weisenherg, Heidelberg, sal-
isbury, Lowhill, the Whitehalls, Washington, cte..... 800

Muking inallive ausncwmpmrsssesmarnener oy 2o

To this number must be added two hundred as the
approximate population of that part of Allen town-
ship which iz now Hanover, which makes a total of
three thousand.?

The condition of the county in 1773, thirty odd
years from the time it was first settled, was one ex-
hibiting great improvement, and yet only a fourth
part of the lands had been cleared, less than nine
thousand acres was in grain, and the soil was tilled
by less than nine hundred farmers.? The assessment
lists for the vear exhibit the following figures:

Cleared Acresin  Number of
Latd. Grain. Farmers.
Upper Milford, ... TOUG 1284 156
RLtenngico diaavoeaisans G R 136
Wihiteha s se s HHGED 1433 117
L ppor Suaeoli i s i HTYY 1028 Wl
Lt b o o daisaidnnpainamis A1 800 118
Heidelbars o iivsirnaes pALINY 0 101
AN RLTINY o ycnm meiiviid snnsvmen vamibias Y 0h) T2 43
Welkenhero v e nriaa 2134 D62 -
Towhill oo semeiccecrssar e cerans 1131 435 48
4 g0 CR—— —— 37,304 HE09 S8E

CHAPTER I

THE INDIAN RATID OF 1763

Tty Canzses—Murders in Whitehall—Action of the Government.

“rownLy receding before the incoming while race,
there were but few Indians remaining on the lower
Lehivh after 1740, They had passed away beyond
the Blue Ridge as a nation, and only here and there
an individual or family remained in tent or lodge at
some chosen spot in the ancient hunting-grounds.
Thus the Chicf Kolapechka, called by the whites Cop-
lay, resided for a long time after the first settlement
near the head-waters of the stream to whieh his name
has been piven. He was on very friendly terins with

! Northampton County was supposed to have in 1752 a total of six
thousand population.

2 These statements and the table which fullows them do not includa
thie township of [lanuver,





