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At what is now Dillingersville, Lower Milford, a
Lutheran congregation was formed as early ag 1743,
and not long afterwards a log school-house was built
and a school established, This was certainly prior to
1754, for in one of the old records it is stated that
John Balthaser (Roetz died in the school-house, and
was burled on Easter Monday of that year. The con-
gregation appointed three of its leading members a
committec to scloet and take up a suitable tract of
land for churech and school purposcs, and it seems
that they selected a tract of about thirty acres a little
west of the village site, which they patented in 1770,
The building crected here was used both for church
and school purposes until 1791, and after that time
only for the latter, coming to be known as the “ Up-
per Milford School-House.”” By act of Assembly this
property was sold in 1871, the sum of four thousand
and fifty dollars being realized, which is placed at in-
terest as u special school fand.,

The Moravians eommenced the erection ot a school
building at Ewmaus in 1746, one year prior to the or-
ganization of their congregation there. When this
occurred, July 30, 1747, Christopher Ilevne and
Mary Heyne were appointed orerseers of the children,
and in 1750, when the school which had been estab-
lished at Oley, Berks Co., was moved here, a num-
ber of other teachers and assistants were appointed.
The school was removed to Bethlehem in 1758 because
the Moravians were fearful of Indian troubles.

A congregation was formed at Egypt, in Whitehall
township, in 1733, and presumably a school was or-
ranized there soon afterwards. Lehigh Church, in
Lower Macungie, was founded in 1750, and the school
about the zume time. New Tripoli, in Lynn, is prob-
ably the oldest school-site in that part of the county,
and that at the Heidelberg Charch the oldest in the
northeastern portion.  The congregation was organ-
1ized in 1760, Two schools, one supported by the Lu-
therans uand one by the German Relormed menibers,
were for a time kept at this place, but sere finally
united,

We have already spoken of the endowed school at
Dillingersville. There were several others in the
county thus established or aided by far-sceing and
tiberal people, whose good deeds live after them even
unto the present day, shough changed in form. One
of these was at Centreville, near Macungie borough,
Lower Macungie township, where John and Jane
Wetzel donated three acres of land for school pur-
poses, and conveyed it by deed, Aug. 21, 1790, to the
triastees and thelr successors, The property was sold
in 1868 on ground-rent reservation, and the annual
receipts from it now amount to one hundred and fifty
dollars per vear, which, in addition to the sum other-
wise provided, enables the district to have an eight or
nine months’ term of school anuunally, On the 24th
of SBeptember, 1790, Andrew Eisenhard, Corneclius
Hughes, and John Herman donated two acres of Tand
in what is now East Texas, and built thereon a school-

house at their own expense. This property was sold
for thirty-seven hundred dollars in 1874, and the dis-
trict derives a revenue of two hundred and twenty-six
dollars annually from thal sum, a portion of which is
expended for a summer school. These instances show
that during the past century there were not wanting
people who appreciated the advantages of education,
and were willing to advance the interests of the cause
at their own expense. Their example, we may add,
has been emulated by a number of individuals during
the present century.!

About 1760 harm was caused to the schools, says a
good authority, from the fact ““ that many of the prin-
cipal teachers, such as Miller, of Lynn, Roth, of Al-
bany, Michael, and others, left their services as
school-teachers and commenced to preach, beecause
the congregations could get no other ministers. Less
qualified men were taken as teachers, and the schools
lost greatly thereby.” Professor Knauss says, “This
inaugurated a decline in the requirement for teachers,
which continued [or 4 congiderable time, until the edu-
cation of the children was counsidered a secondary
thing, and, in consequence, much neglected. At this
period almost any person that came along and made
soroe prefension to eduecation was emploved as a
teacher. This often brought into the school-room
persons eutirely unfit, morally and mentally, for the
position. Nearly all of the old schools were noted
for severity of discipline. Bome of the teachers were
not only severe, but cruel, in their punishments.”

The German langnage was the sole vehicle or me-
dinum of instriuetion until 1800. DBetween 1800 and
1820 English was introduced in some of the more
progressive schools, and taught in conneetion with
German, while in the same period a very few dis-
tinctively English schools were orpanized. The first
of these was at Egypt, in Whitchall., Tlie house in
which 1t was held was built in 1808, and the school
opened Jan. 8, 1809, Jacob Kern, the first teacher,
recelved fourteen dollars per month, The school was
kept up regulariy until 1857, The English School
society of New Tripoli, Lynn  township, wasg organ-
1ized in 1812, erected a building, and organized a
school, which was continued until 1850,  About the
same time ILuglish schools were established in Allen-
town. The DBalliettsville English school was cstab-
lished in 1816. The subscription stated, “ The house
1s to be built twenty by twenty-tour feet, and eacl: of
the twenty subseribers to said school 1g to deliver one
short and one long log by the first day of May next”
(1816). Another English school was established in
Upprer Baucon in 1833,

That slow progress was made in the introduction

1 A notable instance of generosity to the common free sehools was
that of the late Frederick Miller, of Washington township, who by his
st will, dated Jan. 17, 1854, bequeathed four thousand dollars to the
school districts of Washingten and Heidelberg, in the proportion of
twenty-four hundred to the former and sixtesn hundred dollars to the
latter,
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and practical use of English is shown by the report
of County Superintendent C. W, Cooper (the first
elected) for the year 1855. He says, “ The approxi-
mate proportion studying in English books is seven-
eighths, of whom but three-cighths undersiand the lun-
guage,’

*“In the beginning of the first decade of the present
century,” says Rev. W. A, Helfrich, “educational
matters began to grow better, but only in a few in-
dividual schools, such as at Liynn, where Salem and,
later, Frederick Smith ; in Heidelberg, Bergenmeyer;
in Weissenberg, Busse; at the Ziegel Church, Storb
and Allenborn, were teachers. These were all edy-
cated teachers from Europe. They not only taught
the common branches, but alse instructed in history,
natural history, and natural philosophy, besides
oiving religious instruction. The schools were gen-
erally kept during the winter seaszon, for four or five
months,”

In the foregoing we have an account of those
schools which in their excellence were an exception
to the rule, In most of the schools the instructors
were men of a poor order of ability. He was more
the school-master than the school-tzucher. Dr. Balliet,
of North Whitehall, describes a school which will
answer as the average one of the period from 1816 to
1584, as follows: ‘““The house was twenty-four by
twenty feet, built of logs, had a very low ceiling and
small windows, and wus {sometimes) plastered inside.
Along the three walls on the inside were long desks
sloping up towards the wall, with high benches with-
out backs. In the centre of the room, around a very
large stove, on two rows of benches without hacks,
sab the abecedarians and the ab-abs. Near the stone,
fronting the school, was the teacher’s desk, painted
red, about five feet high, with a high atool or bench
to correspond. Dehind this were hung, on pegs
against the wall, the shawls, scarfs, hats, and caps.
There too stood the bucket with water, often visited
by the tired children, not to slake their thirst, but to
relieve themselves of the monotony of the school-
room, Near the bucket were stacks of dinner-baskets,
the sight of which an hour before noon whetted the
appetites to the highest pitch. The ¢ourse of Instrue-
tion in the English schools embraced reading, writing,
spelling, and arithmetic. The following were the
books used: Comly’s ‘Primer and Spelling-Book,’
Murray’s ‘Introduction to the English Reader,’
‘English Reader and Sequel,’ Frost’s * United
States History,” and Pike’s ¢ Arithmetic” Gram-
mar and geography were seldom taught, . . . The
day sessions were long. The school was frequently
called at eight o’clock in the morning, and continued
until four and a half or five ¢’clock r.ar, with an
mmtermission of an hour at noon. No recess in the
half-day sessions was granted. . . . The Goerman
schools, particularly those at the churches, opened
in the morning with singing and prayer.
seldom the case with the English schools.

This was
The ex-

ercises in the forenoon consisted in reading twice. and
spelling once. In the afternoon the same routine
was followed. The interval between reading and
spelling was spent, by the larger ones, in writing and
ciphering at their seats., In the early German schools
the girls were not required to write and cipher.
Little or no attention was given to writing by the
majority of the masters. All the writing was done
with the goose-quill; steel and gold pens were then
unknown in these parts. The ‘making and mending
of pens’ consumed much of the teacher’s time and
patience.”

Holders of Permanent Certificates.—Following
1s a list of the holders of the permanent certificates
1ssued by the school department at Harrishurg to
teachers recommended by authorities of Lehigh
County :

h,_”'j o : £ Hold E; 5 — Date of
Certif- Name of Holder. Post-Office Address, Cortifieate.
teute,
(39 E.K. Buehrla ..o Allentown...cooanian. Muareh 211, 1565,
T K. Clay Hamersly.......| CatisaigUa. ... .. Murch 24, 1503,
HF F. V. Biegfried.,,...... AlLtOW I cnrnsanenes A May 9, 1868,
93 F. . Bernd.oooao oo, EHZ b 3 L
473 | Jo U Knauss.., e | Allentown ..., Feb. 25, 1871L
506 G. W, Brinker.,....c....| Tiimepnrt. o, April 7, TS0,
i E. . Rhoads............. RO L v s s i i
{88 Anna M, Smith...n.. CatnBatl [ Mo Nov. 25, TSTO.
fi89 Kate M. 8mith.......... i o
T30 | George P. Bates. ... Hokendauqua........, March 21, 1571,
TG | Misg E..J, Haines......| Alleutown ............. : i
TaT Mizz A, E, Reichaml. ., 25 o
TH Wnu K. Derve..... .......| lHokendaugquan......... © April 11, 1871,
Vo4 | Henry G, Paff.......... Allentown oo May 9, 1871,
850 | Mamuel O Lee.......... Emans. .. Jan, 29, 1872,
HOT L. C. Snyder.............. Catnsnugilit.. e, ... b
ol | BLdA, Lyt oo ' “
800 A T B R o | COIIER s snamaapmamicrs. ARG Srg LAY
a6 5 i A | Lveust Vadley......... 6
BGT Rebecoa Bipley. o | Catasagii. oo .
BhH Edwin H. Breder....... “ 5
81 Chiarlotte Bear. ... ... T £

ST Cecilin Wonderly, ... & 5
G0 F. % Hartzell............| Bethlehem.o ool Jurie 3, 1872,

a0t Owen IL, Wilt............| South Bethichem.... A
D05 W T. Morris.......... (T FTEHTTS] ¢ PR i
D06 W, . Albright. ... Breinigsville, ......... L.
v Joel P, Geiger ... ......| Suegorsvilleo. ..., e
NP8 Theo. Smith..... ... .. New Tripoli. e “
Q09 Edward Hermany...... Jucksouville.o...... dnne 6, IsT2,
oL Wm. . Henninger....| South Whitchall.....| “
333 | Edwin Heilman.,,.....| * W ot JHine 20, T8¥3.
Yol xeo. M. Kunkle.........| Macungie ... ke
444 E. &0 Troxell . Catasaumli... .o Jly 27, 1873,
97 E: . Y oubess ey Allentown aoanon Dt 92, 1872,
UTe E. BolHelerunnsman Tarnepeaitaosvaenaaey Nons, B 4ail
16006 Mrs. C. 8, Stoneback...| llokendaugua.........! Fel. 21, 1873,
1111 M. N. Bernhard......... ATentown .. S 07 U & b
1Y Lewig P. Hecker........ i A Oct 4, 1873,
1113 B. F. Abbott.............. T — A
1114 L. B. Lavnidis...o.... ... S Ok, 6, 1573,
1132 B H. Kiamn............ ¢ AP | L | W
F153 Elli T, Gabriel.. .o . s ae LETG.
1154 Annie F. Swartz........ W e : b
1484 | Lewis H. Jucoby....... Locust Villey.........” July 27, 1875,
1544} A NeHlvichis e caaass: Catisdn iU, . o [rac, 24, 1874,
1612 | Peter A. Lantz...........| Baegewville......... May 22, 18T,
1616 | Frank J. Stettler.......| Slatington.............. ; I
16 2 Clara A, Ungeli ..o Allentown............ - May 25, 1576,
1854 Mies K. J. Young....... B A Faeb. 9, 1877.
1007 Win. H. Knanss ... & covemnemeene April B0, 1877,
d2rG |1 Winters Rodgers.... S —— cJuly 15, 1878,
220 Mizz L. J. Busse,,...... e B
2412 M. R. S¢haffer,.....o..| Ovefield... oo May 12, 1874,
2413 | JJ. H. Mushlitz...........| Catazaugua............ “
2114 T. F. FredericK. .o, T S e
2416 | Alvin Rupp.ciovecia, Lrnnville.cavies t
2620 F. D Ranb oo ATl oW v s 1380.
A0 M. F. Cawley.....o.eo.e. S, - 1582,
3016 | P. B. Oswald.............. New Tripoliv...... 18835
3525 Lauurn E. Busse......... Allentowil..peeeenn s o £
35449 J. George Karsechner... | Orefield.oinnenn.an,. Al
anny C. H. Rhoads............. Alleutown o .o..... 4
3548 Sal. I°. Bupp-cocviaenie... Seipatown. .o 42
3519 | Henry F. RUPp..cven..n. B e
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COMPARATIVE TABULAR STATEMENT OF LEHIGH COUNTY SCHOOQLS, 1855 to 1883,1

SIS, TEACHERS.
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1. Catasnuqua borongh #.....\Feh, 1, 1857 4|11 | 4{14] 5[10 2| 4|2 10| $46.00 |$68.75] $25.00] £22.00) TOS| 343 108 226 L |eeennn.n
2, Cocpershurg borongh ¥ ..., 1880 .e... 9 Plove| Bt L[] Tl DTN 0 O] e iy S e W
3. Coplay boreugh % e April 7, 1359 ... 4 41 H| 4 2 2| 2 Blanses ST el B S0kaas]  Beas TR s e
4, Emaush{;rm1ghﬁ:““,, ...... et 81859 e d 4 3 6 9 & |l q || BaIe - he el
f. Grim’s, Independentt......|April 8, 1861 ...... 1 al 8l 5 | 2| V| 2 1|oveurn| 200 L e o3| el
. Hanover TH“’I]Sh'IIJ ........... 15854 =111 Tl 3 6 5 7 al 4| 2200 av.aonl.. ... a5 00 218| @57 168| 2e4| 251 &][525{}
7. Hanover, Independent f... \June 3, 1873 ... & | .| 5] 5|10 AR ALTO v vnsveree| 28,25/ e 149| ... 167|...... N
= Serdelberpaomnshipe s 1849 7| Ol 5 | T T gl gl 19.35) 2051, 2050 214| 214| 207| 171| 296 127.28
9. Hokendaugqua, Indept+...|April 7, 1863 ...... a |...| 8| 410 T 2 2 B mmmma BN i isvsns| DAV | emmes 14210 182 nens | venns
10. Lowhill township........... 18490 1| 6350 8/ 4/ 5 | 7| T 2 3| 1828| 30.00| e lvrin] 127 154] 117| 129 176 97.74
11, Lynn township . .. ... 1308 18 [ 17140 21 4 o | 13| 16| 2| 1| 2042| 28.09|.........| 2600 252| 388| 252 07| 375 242498
12, Muacougie Gorough * ..., Now. 13.185% ......| 3 S5l T 1% 1] 2 8l | BOLLO| gnmsl o eel T -
3. Macungie, Upper, twp...... 1842 10 | 19 8| & | 10| 18| 2| 1| 2000 33.40|......... s2.00| 527| 425| 264 311 334 216.00
4, Macungie. Lower, twp...... 18490 14 (23 [..| 7/ 4] 5 | 14| 21| 2| 3| 2000 3358| .| e000| 363| 522| 308 4298] 580  240.80
14, Milford, Upper, twp........ Isddl 014 | 2|45 | 9 T4 | 2 3| 2000| 32.00|......., | 20,00 225 308 177| 247| 643| 41580
16. Milford, Lower, twp......... Dec. &, 1852 8 |10 | k| B 9 1| g 3| 2000 | 3000 .| 20.00| 257] 227 17T L6 i loeres e
17. Balisbury township......... 1838 11 (15 |...| 7| & 8Lg 11| 12 | 2| 2| 2200 35.42(...o.... 23.00| 302| 3%8| 205 13| 330 213.64
15. Saueon, Upper, township.. 1848 10 [ 13 [w.|. | 6] BLZ0 1 | 33 | 4| 2| 20,00 | 82.00|......... | 28.00] 307| 955] 262| su2| 452| 194,36
15. Slatington borough * ... |["ept. 7, 1848]..._.. £ A GG ST B 8] 3. 440001 wnanl. A I T O
2. Washington township...... 1848 1o |14 [L..| 4| 4| 5 9 T4 | 1] B 228 | 33,5 10099 || S48 354 260 348] 328 14104
2l, Weissenberg townsliip... .. 18480 11 (110 4[4[ & | 21 | 11 | | 1| 22,00 | 20.00......n | 2000 300| 255] 298] 180| 200| 15170
z4. Whitehall, North, twp..... 1844 11 (20 || 2[5 6 | 1o | 19 | 1| 1| 26.58 | 3421 | 1875 ] 30.00] 512| 491 44| 281] 451 291.64
23, Whitehall, South, twp...... 18390 15 (18 ||| 5816 | 14 | 158 | 1. ] 2400 | 3300 2400 .| 405] 380 318] 300] 43s| 283.94
S HENGIL. . o s O bt kb | ssas| 15 |l | 04 14 o4 W ] | Py SO00| 24.00 | 23.00]...... Bl [inn | BEE | s [posnsa

Totals antd avVerages.ccomn oo [ 149 1266 | 41001 5163 144 1211 | 54T 22,51 §38.85 |$18.94 [$20.34 4581 (223 [1454 5440 [40:34 | §2768.52

! Evplanation.—The changes, especially where a decrease is noticed in the seveval itoms in the above table, are acconnted for Ly the changes
made by the division of townships, or by the organization of independent school districts, or by the incorporation of several of the villages into
boroughs, The following will explain the apparent discrepancy ;

1. Coopersburg borough, taken from Upper Saucon township territory.

2. Coplay bovough, talken from Whitehall territory,

4. Emans borough, taken from Salisbury and Upper Milford townships,

4. Macungie bovough, talken from Lewer Macunpie township,

- Elatington borough, talen from Washivgton towunship,

. West Bethlehem, Tudependent, taken from Hanover township.

« Grim’s, Independent, talen from Upper Macungie and Weissenberg in Lehigh County, and Maxatawny in Berks County.
8. Hokendangqua, Independent, talien from Whitelinll, then South Whitehall,

=T =

# Date of incorporation as a borougl,
1 Date of formation into an independent school district.

NAMES 0F MEMEERS 0¥ T"HE TIRST Su0nool Boanrbs AND TUE OFFICERS. WIHERE THE OUFICLES WERE ENOWN, THEY ONLY ARF MEXNTION ED.
Conpershrig boirough—Jacol Sehaffer, president ; Dr. H, T. Trumbuauer, seeretary ; Henry R, Landis, treasurer,
Coplay borough—:s3. A, Leinlacl, president; O, L. Schireiber, sscretary ; M. Rothermal, treasurer,

Fonaus borough—Abrm. Ziepenfusz, R. Shuler, Jas. Christ, J. Hammon, R, Miller, I, Egner,

Grinds, Independenf—Jacob Griny, A, Brouse, Daniel Clader, Seth Grim, Samuel Grin.

Hunover township—Samuel Breder, president 5 €0, 8, Bush, seeretary ; Timothy Weiss, treasurer.

Huanower, Independent—Willinm Transue, president; Lnog Lelr, secretary ; L. J. Krausce, treasurer,

Hetdel ery township—J. Hensinger, preastdent; Peter Miller, seeretary ; John Saeger, treasurer,

Hokendawgua, Independent—V., W, Weaver, president ; Edwin Mickley, secretary ; Thomas H. Green, treasurer.
Lowlill tewnship—Peter Ertel, president ; Levi Dornblazer, seeretary ; Andrew Knerr, treasurer.

Lynn township—TJ. Hermany, president ; J. 8. Kistler, secretary ; Daniel Brolst, treasurer.

Meacungie, Upper, tonmskip—David BSchall, president ; J. Lichtenwallner, secretary ; Solomon Fogel, treasurer,
Miccungie, Lower, township—Jacuh Wenner, president ; James Weiler, secretary ; George Lndwig, treasnrer,
Milford, Tpper, torwnship—"¥, Gabol, president; W, Hittle, secretary; Androw Krause, tregsurer,

Sulishury tewnskip—D. Kline, president; J. Spinner, secratary ; Johan Ritter, treasurer,

maueon, Upper, toiciship—C. B. Christ, president; George DBlank, gecretary ; Heury Yeager, treasurer.

Slatington borewgh—Rich, H. Dyer, Moses Kuhns, Willium Peter, D. Lewes, I. Heintzelman, L. ¢, Smith.
Waslington towaskip—I, F. Heiler, president; B. 8. Levan, secretary ; Chavles Peter, treasurer,

Weissenbery township—G. 8. Bicenlard, president; Joshua Seiberling, gecretary ; George Muse, trensurer.
Whitehal!, North, township—John Sheirer, president ; Joseph Steckel, secretary ; Daniel Sneger, treastirer,
Whitehall, South, township—=Gideon Ibach, president; George Frederick, secretary ; Bolomon Griesemer, treasurer.
Whitehall—G. W, Daniels, president; Franklin J, Newhard, secretary; Adam Sheirer, treasurer,



76 HISTORY OF LEHIGH COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA.

Education of Poor Children—The Schools un-
der the Law of 1834 —The first entry in the treas-
urer’s report of funds for the education of the chil-
dren of the poor is [or the year 1819, and shows that
the sum then devoted to that purpose was $95.68. In
the vear following it was $77.82. In 1821 the sum
was considerably larger, being $245.13. In 1822 it
was $288.27: in 1823, $548.78; in 1824, $558.95; in
1825, 412,80 ; in 1826, $510.67 ; in 1827, $456.73. In
1828 the fund amounted to ¥508.98, distributed as
follows:

Boroush of Northampton, townships of Salistmiry
szt Northnmphom s TRALL

| B T h o (R T e SR T R R S S 28,50
Martl: W hiatelhnl L oiosiaasminiiiamnas 15.601
South Whitehall. (o reem e reiiiniir st e s e 9.38
UBPer SACOM e s carvnrrarasrnnarassssrar T2.95
R TR Y AT o L PP PP POP PP PP 1017
Upper Milford. ..cocaimvivarore s iascarm e en e 550
By L UL 1 PP PP T T PPy T 397

B L it AR e S RS B S P A Fo08.98

In 1829 the fund for the education of poor children
was almost exactly the same as for 1828, and in 1830
it fell off to %360.76. Im 1831 it was $452.39, and 1n
1832, %520.14, while in 18383 it reached %763.41, which
was distributed as tollows:

Dorough of Nopthampton.. v e F4R4.77
N YR L] ER R b U G SRR
Tower HACTLEIL eurraaesirenee cemeevrmmnsssormmommensssnranenes 0 LASLE

South Whiteball. v i isnrsmrnareee e vninemsweeanens 400201
Upper BII0Ord. e cri i iissn ersssrar s it g sas seneee 41.09
DTN T EEY 1w ) | O PP TR N 2073
i PPeE SATNCOT . wre s aenar st iissarerases srase peavesnmssmmansr v SChE2
AT VR e S e S B e e R S £21.39
WolssonDorg: i i i e anmasisiasse aluld
Urpper Macngie: s i e i o 827
North Whitehall sasinsiimain.anmainin ]80T
Heddelbon, ., 0 .. i o it dhas Runisiiahoe i .44
2 Preshieia & 5 OO . =y i = i o 30

':!1Ut:i|1 smesh sbkw arr FEh vtk A4 BT ¥ ¥ o ETGE’I‘l‘l}é

In 1834 the amount raised for the purpose of de-
fraying the tuition of the indigent children exceeded
£1000, the distribution being as follows:

Borough of Northampion.......oovmiin e, S48 55
Sl Y o e sy 1O
South Whitehall, i s i 24.61
Uippasaiieonasaasnsaantsaass RS SR T6.41
TIPPET MLAEUT  ovvvis cveeneemreeome s srvsarnaremesesneessnens 40,39
TTPEer ALaCTLIL i v s s aeransrriaimerbrrre s sraman srcnin b rranas 253,80
f FTEATITAN Y BTt 1 3T [ P PP PP S PR ¥8.53
Novrth YWhitehallo oo i 29,550
15 B 1 i & L U . 12,40
RS EE T T T LR . 25.04:
S DT e T L SN AOROETTIIV s
Liowhillasnmaisanisae vt i sresss s sisvssresnein 82
T £ PP P TR TI LT 2000
NorERamploms s S R e A 44,54

T T e e R T e F1000.05

The following vear {1835H) a still greater sum,
$1153.43, was divided among the townships.

In the mean time the free school law ol 1834 had
been passed. Of this law Thaddeus Stevens 1s gen-
crally acknowledged to have been the most powerful
and effective champion. While the Pennsylvania
(Germans were, as a rule, opposed to the establishment
of' frec schools,—partly because the measure was a
novelty, and partly because it severed education from
positive religion,—it is a notable fact that the first
Grovernor who took a decided stand in favor of the
system was a Pennsylvania German. (overnor John
Andrew Schulze, of Bucks County, came out strongly

in favor of establishing a system of free schools as
early as 1827. Governor George Wolf, who *“signed
with warm indorsement” the bill of 1834, was also a
Pennsylvania German,—a native of Northampton
County.

The general law of the State, enacted in 1803, pro-
vided for the education of the poor gratis, and it was
under its provisions that the sums of money we have
already stated were raised and applied. The law
failed to o the good that wus intended by its framers,
chiefly for the reason that there were few families who
cured to place themselves on record as being too poor
to pay the tuition of their children. In his great
«peech in the House of Representatives, Thaddeus
Stevens said that the bill of 1809 instead of being
called a public school law, ought to be entitled “an
act for branding and marking the poor, so that they
may be known from the rich and proud.” While the
country was sparsely settled, the system of schools
nnder the law of 1809 was perhaps the best that could
he devised and operated.

The new law (of 1834) made the schools free alike
to rich and poor, high and low, and provided for their
support by taxation. It was made optional for town-
ships to accept or reject by election the provisions of
the act. There was a strong opposition to the law in
Lehigh County, the rich being in most cases unwiiling
to pay a heavy tax for the poor, and the latter fre-
quently unwilling to pay the small share that would
fall upon them. Therefore, when the township elec-
tions were held, there were heavy votes cast against
the free-school law. Allentown and the towns=hip of
Hanover accepted it the first year, and then followed
Lynn through the influence of the Kistlers and Mozers.
(The dates of acceptance by the different townships
arc all given in the table on the preceding page.)
Those townships which refused to accept the new law
continued the operation of the old one, and in 1339
the total amount received for the education of their
poor children was $1022.16, distributed as follows :

Upper Milford....iceiim i P#211.47
L) Ta T gl AT o) O P PR PSP PO 15067
Lo et M I8 e e cvusiaianvannsnsr s rmmsmees o asrns s s msmnss 144.27
Rt Wlritebisll, it te v avesiiiiiisiiaasiie 144,83
North WHItEHAL] .o vreeee oo ccreresvaisncnsnmm s vmsinicasrannes b LD
Upper MAaClILZie re e airen s srrss rrrnrer i ssaarasaremaens 150030
3 B2 {1 3 e — A3
Welsgenbers. i R | e
Heidelbere . oo rnece s teares s mstinami rensee e LA 1A

B i csma sy ronn s oo ooy IR

The effect of the law of 1834 is thus described by
Prof. Knauss :

“The {ree-school system at first gave no better
teachers, but it regulated the location of school-houses,
formed new distriets, and brought the children into
the schools. If a person had to pay tax he wanted
the valuc of his money. The children learned what
was to be learned under the old teachers. Better
ones were not to be had, but more teachers were
appointed, Soon, however, young men saw that
teaching was a profession, and many devoted them-
selves morc to the cause, sought for education, and
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the teaching power grew. In this way the schools
were gradually improved, until the higher and normal
schools commenced to educate and prepare better
teachers.”

There was a show of improvement going on in the
sehools during the years following the passage of the
free-school law, but no decisive step of advancement
was taken until twenty vears later, in 1854, when the
office of county superintendent was established.
Charles W. Cooper, Esq., was clected to this office
in Lehigh County on June 5th, and had the honor of
being the pioneer in a new fleld. The task which
confronted him was a diffieult one, but he entered
upon it with zeal, and discharged the duties of the
office with ability and good vesults until Scptember,
1855, when he resigned, Tilghman Good being ap-
pointed his successor.!

Mr. Cooper’s report of 1855 is interesting reading
at the present day, and affords a very good idea of the
condition of the schools of Lehigh County thirty
vears ago. Of the teachers he says, “The strict
letter of the law would have compelled me to reject
a still greater number (greater than twenty-nine), bul
under the circumstances I did not consider it policy,
though the character of some of the certificates
amounted to more than a rejection. I will mention
one as an illustration. In one of the districts, where
the compensation of teachers 1s not very liberal, I
was requested to examine a young man pronouncet|
by those who had previously employed him and
who desired again to employ as a very competent
teacher. After having spent quite a long time in
endeavoring to ascertain in what brauches he ex-
celled, I gave him a temporary certificate, with every
branch erased except orthography, reading, and
elementary principles of arithmetic, with a written
addition below of, ‘That which is not erased the
holder is still very deficient in.” The applicant was
much pleased with his cextificate, and was afterwards
employed to teach the best school In the district, the
written addition below being taken to mean an exfra
recommendation. This, however, was the only case
in which so much deficiency received even a scrap of
paper from me.”

That there were teachers doing duty in the county
who were not possessed of extraordinary ability or
qualifications for the profession would seem certain
from the following application for a certificate, hicre
copied with literal exactness:

e Towxsiipe, Lehigh county

« Tigr Sir,, T Have tryed ull means To Becowe & teacher in our School
hous And Tt Seems thare js nun To be fount So i am obliged to Due it
myself again. They All a Satisfied withont me having A Sateficat from
voi,, But I would Rether Have one from you,, I am able to Teach Rend-
ing, Riting, English and Cherman Pike Rose Mensuration 3urveying
& Which is not all Required in our S8chool And thisiam able to Due

purfect, Now if you pleas 3ent me o Satificat By male,, If you will come
and visit my School you may Exeman me if you think Proye to Due

1 The names of all the county school superintendents are given in the
chapter containing the civil lisk.

80,, vou kuow I have Bin at at the time of your Examination,
I think if Ig very Obyous to you that i amable To teach School and the
Black Board,, i am Also able to Support in all practical (restions,
Tutres(, Bark, Stone,, Circle quegtions and obticks, (loans, Squareg and
cimme circles and all Cints of guestions that you will
“ Require of Me
“Yourth Respectfuly

[

« —— Post office™

The address upon the envelope was:

“ (W Coorer Igr
“ County Superintent
“ Coopersburg
“ Pa
“IF i mistake 5ol”

And that there were such teachers does not seem
strange when there werc trustees in office capable of
the following :

L TownsHip Oct 10th 1854
“We the undersined tlie Trosthies of the —— ool Tistricht to Ree-
comant — as our Cool Deeger To Mr C Cooper the Lehigh County
Super In tentend wish him have him to be Xamened &e
“Yours Rasptfuly

111

: —JhTrustees“

Notwithstanding some untoward eircumstances, Mr.
Cooper fonud the schools in general in a promising
condition. He says, “ The schools 1 found well at-
tended, some too well, and as a general thing quite an
intercst was manifested by both teacher and scholars.
I+ was an easy task, however, to distinguish the dis-
tricts which had accepted the system previous to the
act of 18492 In all such districts T found better sys-
tem, better teachers, better pay, and consequently
etter instruction than in those which have only had
the system since 1849, There seems to be a deter-
mination in every district to ‘ put the shoulder to the
wheel,” and to push on the canse of education. With
such a spirit manifesting itself, it will not be long
before Lehigh can be justly proud of her public
schools.”

“(}f our school-houses,” he continues, “ I hardly
know what to say. If I muast be candid, I will only
say they are ‘nothing to brag of” They are either
of the octagon or square order, with desks attached to
the wall, and high seats, withont distinction, where
little ‘shavers’ can neither touch the bottom or sup-
port backs from the opening of school to the time of
dismissal, and who are only kept from giving out under
such eorporal punishment by the magic power of the
rod. With the exception of a very fine building at
Balliettsville, North Whitehall, and several buildings
in the boroughs of Catasauqua and Allentown, all the
school-houses in this county agree with the foregoing
description.”

In 1856, Mr. Good stated in his report that * twenty-
six teachers give full satisfaction; sixty-two may be
called medium, and employed till better ones can be
procured ; seventy-nine would better be dismissed
from the serviee.”

2 An act compelling acceptance of tho provisiong of the law of 1834,

¢
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In 1858 the superintendent said, “The various
boards of directors are no longer satisfied with the
mere fact that a person calls himself a teacher, In
many instances he iz troubled with questions, fre-
quently such as these, to wit: How many years have
vou been engaged in the profession? Where did you
teach lazt vear? What kind of g certificate do you
hold, and what mode of teaching and government do
yvou adoept in your school 27

In 1860 the superintendent noted that “the teachers
have improved, both in scholarship and manner of
1mparting instruction,”

In 1871 “the first strictly rural graded school ig
found i Whitehall District, and has been very suc-
cesaful.”’

Thus it will be noticed there was a general and
gradual improvement in the efficiency of the teachers,
and consequently in the condition of the schools,
One of the most important factors in the onward
movement was the Teachers’ Ingtitute, which was first
held in 1858, and has since been maintained, holding
one session annually, with the exception of a period
of three years. These teachers’ meetings have stimu-
lated study on the part of those engaged in giving
instruction, and have also favorably meulded public
oplnion,

CHAPTER XIL

LEHIGH COUNTY IN THE WAR OF THE REBEL-

LION.

Lehigh Men among the first in the Field—Hiztovied and Rosters of the
Forty-zeventh and Other Rezinments- --The Emergency Men—Aation
of County Officials during the Rehellion,

THE 12th of April, 1861, is memorable from the
fact that then began the most colossal and bloody civil
strife that the world ever witnessed. The Executive
of Pennsylvania on that morning received z telegrain
in these words: * The war 18 commenced. The bat-
teries began firing at four o’clock this morning.

4]. Anderson replied, and a brisk cannonading com-
menced., This is reliable and has just come to the
Associated Press. The vessels were not in sight.”
This startling intelligence was flashed by wire
throughout the United States. The Northern people,
who had hoped that war might be averted, could not
mistake the import of this first overt act of the ene-
mies of the Union. They accepted the arbitrament
of the sword. On the 156th of April, three days after
the firing upon TFort Sumter, President Lincoln
issued his proclamation calling out the militia of the
several States to the number of sreventy-five thousand.
On the afterncon of the same day the Seecretary of
War telegraphed to Governor Curtin that a call had
been made on Pennsylvania for sixteen regiments, and
that two regiments were wanted within three days,

for the national capital was entirely unprotected, and
it was feared that it would be attacked. The Execu-
tive telegraplied to every part of the commonwealth
an appeal for men to come forward In companies and
squads with the utmost dispatch for the defense of
Washington, Soon the air and human hearts were
everywhere pulsuting with the wild war music of the
fife and drum,

The officers of the few organized companies in the
Btate, us the intelligence of the appeal reached them,
hastily called their men together and tendered their
services to the Governor. One of the first thus
promptly to respond was the Allen Guard, of Allen-
town, commanded by Capt. Thomas Yeager.

Just liere, before entering upon the history of this
company, it may be well to remark that no sooner
had these men left for the field than action was taken
by the authorities for the relief of their families,
the first of & series of patriotic measures on the part
of Lehigh County officials, of which we shall have
more to say at the conclusion of this chapter.

The Allen Guard, One of the first Five Com-
panies of the State.—The Allen Guard having
tendered their services to the State and being accepted
by the Governor, proceeded to Harrisburg on the 17th
of April, and were mustered into service on the fol-
lowing day. Arriving simultaneously, or nearly so,
with this company were the Ringgold Light Artillery,
Capt. McKniglht, of Reading ; the Logan Guards, Capt.
Sclheimer, of Lewiston; the Washington Guards,
Capt. Wren ; and the National Light Infantry, Capt.
MecDonald, of Pottsville.  On the morning of the 18th
there also arrived from the West a detachment of
regulars of Company H, IPourth Artillery, under com-
mand of Lieut. Pemberton (afterward a lieutenant-
aeneral of the Confederate army). These regulars
and the volunteers of the five companies departed on
the same train, at nine o’clock A, of the 18th, the
former for Fort McHenry, near Baltimore, and the
latter for Washington, and arrived at Baltimore at
one P.M. The volunteers were under the necessity of
marching about two miles througl the city from one
station to another. The volunteers, mostly unarmed,
were crowded and huostled along their line of march
by n wild mob, composed of thousands of the rebel
rotighs of Baltimore, the siune infuriated horde which
mede a brutal and bloody attack upon the Massachu-
setts Sixth on the following day. At seven o'clock
p.m. of the 18th “these five companies, the head of
the grand column of two millions of men who were
afterwards mustered and marchied 1n their footprints,
arrived in Washington. Their timely arrival was the
occasion of much joy. They iminediately commenced
barricading the capitol, and remained 1n the city ready
for any emergency. After twenty-four other regi-
ments were organized and fully equipped, these first
companies, which were justly entitled to the first
place in the first regiment, were organized as a part
of the Twenty-fifth and last regiment of three monthg’
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