THE INDIAN RAID OF 1763.

vincial officers to carry messages and to act as interpre- | foot-note ““Is authentic”) says that some friendly

the whites, and was frequently employed by the pro-

ter. It is also related that an Indian family ocecupied
a wigwam on the farm of Jacob Kohler, remaining

there until as late as 1742, when the last of the Dela-
wares were compelled to remove from this region to .
- shabbily treated, and upon leaving which in the

the valley of the Wyoming.
Still it was & common custom for Indians from the
north to pass down the valley, and to wander very

much as they chose through the country when the |

races were at peace. They brought game and peliries
into the Iarger towns, and purchased the few articles
they needed for their forest-life.  But aflter the seccond
pronounced outbreak of atrocitics fthey came no more,

The scattered inhabitants in what is now Lehigh

County happily escaped the Indians’ wrath in 1755, |

when its weapons, the tomahawk and torch, fell so
murderously and mercilessly upon the sctilements in

Northamptou and Carbon Counties, resulting in the |

massacre of the Moravians? in the limits of the latter,
and many mnrders elsewhere., As to the causes
which led to these hostilities, the dissatisfaction
arising from the ““Walking Purchase” treaty of 1737,
which we have briefly deseribed, has by the majority
of historians been ascribed the greatest influence, but
it seems also as if the victory of the Indians over
Braddock a short time previouns must have operated
powerfully as a stimulus to arouse race hatred and
incite murderous desire,

7

Heclewelder {in an account which he states in a

Indians, who had come to Bethlehem in the summer
of 1763 to dispose of their peltry, upon returning to
their distant home stopped at John Stenton’s tavern,®
eight miles above Bethlchem, where they were very

morning they found themselves robbed of some of
the most valuable articles they had purchased. They
returned to Bethilehem, and lodging their complaint
with a magistrate, were given a letter to present to
the landlord, in which he strongly urged that the
indians’ property should be restored. But when they
delivered the letter, they were told to leave the house,
if they set any value on their lives. This they did,
knowing that they had no other alternative. At
Nescopeek, on the Susquehanna, thev f[cll in with
some other Delaware Indians, who had been similarly
treated, one of them having had his rifle stolen from
him, The two parties agreed to take revenge in their
own way for those insults and robberies for which
they could obtain no redress, “and this they deter-

. mined to do as soon as war should be again declared

The establishment of peace by the treaty of Oct.
26, 1758, gave a sense of security to the white settlers |

throughout the country, which deepened as time
elapsed, and no evil deeds were commitied until five

years luter, when it was dispelled with a shock. The .

conspiracy of the greut and powerful Pontiac, who had
emissarics among all of the tribes, crafiily awaking and
exciting their slumbering anger and savazce desire for
blood, perhaps had something to do with the outbrealk
here in Lehigh County in 1763,
the whites does not appear to have been sufficient in
itselt to have brought the hatchet down as it fell here,

The local offense of -

Inileed, the Germans who were massacred in White-
1

hall, and whose houses were burned, seem to bave
been entirely innocent, and to have treated the
Indians alwavs with the utmost kindness. The iin-

mediate cause of the butchery was a small sin com-
mitted by persons with whom the Whitehall settlers

had no connection, though there were not wanting
others, outrageous in charaeter, which may be re-
garded as indirect causes of the bloody work.,
Concerning these general provocations and the
murders which followed we have quite minute and
unquestionably correet information from several
gources,* from which we deduce our narrative.

1 Beo chapter of Indian listory in the Carbon County department of
this work.

by their nation against the English.”

S0 much for the incident which seems to have been
the immediate cause of the Whitehall murders. DBut
it sppears that there was another occurrence soon
after this which excrecised a more marked influence
on the events of the future. Of this Loskiel gives
the following account:

“In Augnst, 1763, Zachary and his wife, who had
left the congregation in Weehquetank,* came on a
visit and did all in their power to disquiet the minds
of the brethren respecting the intentions of the white
people” A woman called Zippora was persuaded to
[oltow them. On their return thev stayed at the
Buchkabuchka® over night, where Capt. Wetterholt
lay with a company of soldiers, and went unconcerned
to slecp in a hay-loft. But in the night they were
surprised by the soldiers. Zippora was thrown down
upon the threshing-floor and killed ; Zachary eseaped
out of the house, but was pursued, and with his wife
and little child put to the sword, although the mother
begged for their lives upon her kneeg.”

This Capt. Johann Nicholaus Wetterholt, who
came to this country in 1754, had been commissioned
a capialn in the French and Indian war. He resided
in 1762 in Heidelberg township, I.ehigh Co., and his
name was on the tax-list again in 1764, TIis prescence
at the Gap with a company of soldiers in August, 1763,

£ In Allen township, Northampton County.
4 Wechquetank was a place settled by 1he Moraviaus in Lizard (reek

Yalley, Carbon (o,

% This is one of the severa] small facts on which we base ithe theory

. that the Indian mmrders on the Lehish were atiributable to the in-

*The principal ones are the printed account by Joseph J. Mickley, .

read on the anniversary of the massacro at g family gathering, and an
urticle by Rev. Dr, J. H. Dubbs, published in the Ghreardian.

Hamed condition of the Tndinn mind in consequence of Pontiac™s con-
spiracy.

6 The name given by the Delawarcs to the Lehizh Gap, The word
implies, according to Heckewelder, * mountains butting opposite ench
other.”
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can only be accounted for on the ground that he was
on his way to or from Fort Allen, in Carbon County,
where & sinall force of men had been retained since
the close of the Indian war.

The oulrageous act of the soldiers at the Gap was
very likely bronght about by one of Capt. Wetter-
helt’s lieutenants, Jonathan Dodge, a most bitter
hater of the Indiang and as bloody a scoundrel as the
country coutained, a man who scemed to bhe possessed
of a digbolical love of murder, and happiest when he
could make it nost hideous., Tle was not only hated
by the Indians, but ultimately execrated by his sol-
dier associates.! Il not responsible for the atrocionus
murders at the Gap he was for manyv others, and his
conduct greatly exasperated the usually peaceable
Delawares.

Dodge’s despicable nets, which made him trouble-
some to the soldiers and obnoxious to the peaple, are
fully proved by testimony from himself and others.
Concerning a most dastardly attack upoun some friendly
Indians wlho were on their way from Shamokin to
Bethlehem, Dodge himself wrote to Timothy Hors-
field {Aug. 4, 1763) as follows: “ Yeslerday there
were four Indiang came to Ensign Kerns? . . . I
took four rifles and fourteen decrskins from them,
weighed them, and there was thirty-one pounds.”
And then he continues that after they left T took
twenty men and followed them, . . . then I ordered
my men to fire, upon which I fired a volley on themn.

. Could find none dead or alive.” One might judge
from the frank tone of this letter that Horsfield, the
commander of the Northampton County military,
approved of that truly soldierly kind ol warfare.
Jacob Warner, a soldier in Capt. Nicholaus Wetter-
holt’s company, stated that swhen he and Dodge were
searching for a lost gun, about two miles above Fort
Allen, they saw three Indians painted black, Dodge
fired upon them and killed one.  Warner also fired,
and thought that he wounded another. The Indians
had not fired at them. The scalp of' the tlead Tndian
was taken and sent to Philadelphia,

Dodge was charged on the 4th of October with
striking Peter I'ranz, a soldier, with a gun and seri-
ously disabling him, and also with ordering his men
to lay down their srms if' the captain blamed him for
taking the Indian’s sealp. Capt, Wetterholt wrote to
Horsficld : “ If he (Dodpee) is to remain in the com-
pany not one man will remain. T never had so much
trouble and uneasiness as I have had these few wecks,
and 1f he continues in the service any longer I don’t
purpose to stay any longer.”  Oun the 5th of October

Dodge was put under arrest and sent in charge of

Capt. Jacob Wetterholt to Timothy Horsfield, ut
Bethlehem, but it is probable that he escaped with
nothing more than a reprimand, for he was with

1 Dodge had been sent from Philadelphia by Richard Hoekley to
Liout.-Col, Timothy Llorsfield, with a letter dated July 14, 1763, recom-
mending him as * very nacessury for the service,” ‘

2 Wilere Worthington now is.

Uapt. Jacob Wetterholt and his detachment on their
way to IFort Allen on October 7th,

This party under Capt. Jucob Wetterholt (who was
a brother of Nicholaus, and & resident of Lyvnn town-
ship) arrived and stopped on the night of October 7th
at the tavern of John Stenton, in the Irish Settle-
ment, about a mile north of Howertown, in Allen town-
ship, Northampton Co. Capt, Wetterhiolt was 4 good
and brave soldier. His courage could perhaps be
accounted for by his belief that he possessed the
power of making bimself invulnerable (kugelfest},—
that is, that Jiec could not be killed by a gunshot or
any blow in battle.  Ife was well aware that the In-
dians intended when they had opportunity to revenge
themselves for the wrongs they had suffered at the
hands of the whites, and he was fully cognizant that
they had o burning feeling of hatred against this
tavern and ils cccupants on account of bad treatment
received there, and still he selected it as his lodging-
place for the night, and committed the unsoldierly
blunder of posting no sentinel.  Perhaps lLis super-
stitions confidence led o this fatal mistake.

The night deepened, and as the hours passed stealthy
focs, as ferocious as wild beasts, as cunning and noise-
less as serpents, gathered about the fated house. Had
the Indians prowling iu the forests necded any other
provocation than the memory of the wrongs they had
rceelved here for fulling upon the people of that house,
it would have been aflorded by the knowledge that it
sheltered the hated ldeut, Dodge. But he and Sten-
ton and all the inmates of the tavern slumbered on
undisturbed by any intimation of peril.

In the early morning of the memorable 8th of
October, during the gray dawn thab precedes the full
light of day, the door was opencd by the servant of
Capt. Wetterbolt, A rifle flashed and the man fell
dead in the doorway. Capt. Wetterholt and Sergt,
Mc(Giuire were also fired upon and dangerously
wournded, while John Stenton was shot dead.

Licut. Dodge made a terrified appeal for help o
Timothy IHorsfield, sending the following Jetter (which
we copy verhutim)

“Jons Srextexs, Oct, the 8, 1768

“ 3, [TosFieeD, S, Proy send me Lelp for all my men are killed
But one and Captn, Welterholt js most Dead, he i3 shot throough the
Dody, tor god sulie zend me help

¥ These from me to serve my conntry and kine so long ag j live,

 Bemed me help or T am & dead nian

“this from Lyt Dodge

o Rarel megoire is shot through the Lody—
“Pray send up the Doctor for god sake™

The news of the disaster reached DBethlehem while
1t was yet early day, and the messenger creating a
panic as he went, many people flocked to that town
as the nearest place of safety. As the news spread
others came In terror-stricken from all the country
between Bethlehem and the scene of the murders,
and also from the Saucon region.

A few scldiers who were at Bethlchem were sent
out immediately to bury the dead and bring in the
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Among the latter was Capt. Wetterholt,

ra

wounded.!
who died the next morning at the “Crown Inn.
Timothy Horsfield, on receiving the news, informaed
Lieut. Hunsicker at Lower Smithfield, and urged him
to the ntmost vigilance in defending the frontiers.

Five days after the attack at Stenton’s the following
account of it was printed in the Preansyleanie (fa-
zeffe, & paper published by Benjamin Franklin, who
probably wrote this relation from defails went to the
Governor by Horsfield :

“On Sunday night last an express arrived from
Northampton County with the following melancholy
account,—viz,, that on Saturday morning, the 8th
inst,, the housge of John Stenton, about cieht miles
frorn Bethlehem, was altacked by Indiaus, as follows :
Capt. Wetterholt, with a party belonging to Ifort
Allen, being at that house, and intending to sct out
early for the fort, ordered a servant to get hig horse
ready, who was iimmediately shot down by the enemy,
upon which the captain, gomng to the door, was also
fired at and mortally wounded ; that then a cergeant
attempled to pull in the captain and shut the door,
but he was likewise dangerously wounded; that lhe
licutenant next advanced, when an Indian jumped
upon the bodies of the two others and presented a pis-
tol to his breast, which he put a little aside, and it
went off over his shoulder, whereby he got the Indian
out ot the house and shut the door; that the Indians
alter this went round to a window, and as Stenton was
getting out of bed shot him, but not dead, and he,
breaking out of the house, ran about a mile, when
he dropped and died ; that his wife and two ¢hildren
ran down inlo the cellar, where theyv were shot at
three times, but escaped ; that Capt, Wetterholt, find-
ing himsclf growing very weak, erawled to a window
and shot an Indian dead, it was thought, as he was
m the act of setting fire to the house with a match,
and that upon thiz the other Indians carried him
away with them and went off.  Capt. Wetierholt died
soon alter,”

When the Indiauns had glutted their vengeance as
far a3 lay prudently within their power at Stenton’s,
thev attacked the inmales of a2 number of othier houses,
and the hatchet and torch did terrible work., Turn-
ing toward the Lehigh, the first house they came to
was that ol James Allen. Thisz they plundered of
everything that they coveted, and then destroved all
that they could not conveniently carry away. Pro-
ceeding onward toward the river, they next came to
Andrew  Hazlett’s, not half a mile feom Allen’s.
Hazleit attempted to fire upon theni, but his flint or
powder was poor, and his cun would vot go off.  Ilc
was shot down by a number of the band, his wife sceing
him fall and die. She fled with her two children,

i Tho detachment of soldiers who performed this duty was under
copuinaml of Licut. Jonathan Dodge, who escaped the massacre, 1le was
padil Y= 9 on October 11th for this service.

“Georze Wetterholt, who was sherifl of Lehigh Connty, and a well-
known eitizen of Allentown, wus his graudson.

but was quickly overtnken by a couple of the fleet-
footed Indians, whosank their tomahawlks in her head.
Her children were treated in a similarly barbarous
manner, and they were left for dead. The woman
lived, however, for four days, and one of her children
completely recovered,  Another man beside Hazlett
was in the house, and he too was killed. Then the
house was fired, and as the logs crackled the murder-
ous band went whooping and yelling on toward the
next house, that of Philip Kratzer, where they found
no vietims for gun or knife or axe, the fanily doubt-
fess having heard the shots at Hazlett’s and fled. The
torch was applied to the huinble howme, and they then
passed on to the Lehigh, which they crossed at a place
atill called “the Indian Fall,” just above Sieglreid’s
Bridge,

It was subsequently believed thatwhen the Indians
crossed the river they intended taking vengeance on a
storekeeper in the neighborhood with whom they had
quarreled, but they failed to find the way. When
they crossed in true Indian file, they were seen by
Ulrich Behowalter, who then lived on the place now
owned by Peter Troxel. He was working at the time
on the roof of a building which stood upon a consid-
crable elevalion of ground, and had a good oppor-
tunity to see and count the Indians, whom he found
to numbeoer twelve. Probably he was the only person
who saw the approach of the Indians, for 1t must be
borne in mind that the greater portion of the country
wias at that time covered with forest.

The fierce nature ot the savages had becn aroused
but not sated by the Dbutcheries they had alrcady
perlormed on this beautiful antumn morning, and
they were ready to vent their wild passion on whom-
ever thev found. On reaching the farm of John
Jacob Mickley, in Whitehall, they came upon three
of his children, Peter, Henry, and Barbary, running
about in a field and gathering the chestnuts that the
frost had dropped from the trees. The eldest of these
children was cleven years old, the second nine, the
yeungest seven. No doubt they were [ull of glee 1n
their nut-gathering, but their innocent joy and mirth
was suddenly changed to terror as the dark forms
burst from the adjacent wood and rushed upon them.
Little Barbary ¢ould ran but a tew steps when she
was overtaken and knocked down with a tomahawk.
ITenry ran and reached the fenece, but as he was
climbing it an Indian threw a tomahawk at his back
which iv is supposed killed him instantly, Both of
these children were scalped, but the little girl in an
insensible state survived for twenty-four hours. The
oldest boy, Peter, reached the woods safely, and con-
cealed himself between two large trees which stood
close together in a little thicket. There he remained
without making any noise until, hearing screams at a
neighboring house, he knew the Indians to be there
and the way open for his cscape. Leaping from his
Lhiding-place, he ran with all his might by way of
Adam Deshler’s to his brother, John Jacob Mickley,
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to whom he conveyed the melancholy tidings! The
members of the Mickley family who were at the house
escaped attack, it is believed by reason of their own-
ing a4 huge and ferocions dog which had a particular
antipathy to Indians.

Passing by Mickley’s house, the Indians came to
that of Nicholas Marks, whose family seeing them
coming had made their escape. The house was fired.
At Hans Schneider’s, near by, the household was
surprised, and father, mother, and three children
ruthlessly slaughtered. Two daughters who had at-
tempted to escape were overtaken and scalped, but
subsequently recovered.? Another daughter was car-
ricd away as a captive, and her fate was never known.
It was the screams from the terrified people at the
Schneider house which were heard by the boy, Peter
Mickley, in his place of hiding.

Tlheir bloody work being done, the Indians left
with all possible haste in the direction of the Blue
Ridge.

A further account of these murders is afforded by
a letter from Bethlehem to the DPennsylvania Grazette,
dated Oct. 9, 1763 :

“Harly this morning came Nicholas Blarks, of Whitohall townahip,
and brought the following account, viz.: That yesterday just after
dinner, as he oproed his door, he saw an Indian standing about two
poles from the houss, who andeavored to shoot at him ; bat Marks shnt-
ting the door immediately, the fellow slipped into a celiar close by the
houae, After this said Marks went out of the honse with his wifo and
an apprentice-Loy 2 in order to make their escape, and gaw anather In-
dinn, who tried also to shoot at them, hut his gun missed fire. They
then saw the third Trddian ranning threngh the orehard, upon which
they made the best of their way, abont twoe miles off, 1o Adan: Deshler'’s
place, whero twenty mea in arins were assembled, whoe went first to the
house of Jobn Jacob Mickley, where they found a boy amd a girl lviug
dend, and the givl sealped, Freom thence they went to Hans Schinei-
dor’s and sald Marks plantatiops, and foogud both houses on fire, and a
hovse tied to the bushes.  They also found said Schingider, his wife, anid
three ehildren dead in the field, the man amd woman sealped; sl on
aoing farther they found two others wounded, one of whom was sealpeal.
After this they retnrned with the tweo wounded givls to Adam Deshler’s,
and saw o woman, Jacob Allenwan’s wife, with a child 1ying dead jo the
road and sealped,  The number of Todians they think was about fifteen
or twenty, L eannot dederibe the §'Ieplor:ﬂ.}le corulitinn this poor country
13 in; most of tho Inhalbitants of Allenw’s Town and other places are
Many ave in Dethlelem and other places
of the Brethiren, and others farther down the country. T cannot ascer-
tain the number killed, hut think it exceeds iwenty. The people of
Nazareth and other places belonging to the Brethren have pat them-
selves in the best posture of defense they can; they keep a strang watch
every nicht, and hope by the blessing of (rod, iff they arve attacliey, to

fead from their habitations,

malie a gomd stand,”

The house of Adam Deshler, here referred to, is a
substantial stone structure, still giving unmistakable
evidence, by its heavy walls and other peculiarities,
that 16 was built to serve other purposes than those of

an ordinary farm domicile.* This house was built by
Mr. Deshler in 1760.  Adjoining the stone structure
upon the north was a large frame building, in which
twenty soldiers might be quartered and a considerable
quantity of military stores kept. The frame building
passed into decay early in the present century, and
was razed to the ground. During the Indian troubles
this place was a kind of military post, furnished
gratuitously by Adam Deshler, who was one of the
most liberal and humane men in the region.®
Many of the settlers in the upper part of the
county fled to Allentown (then Northampton) for
safety. The people of that place were poorly pre-
pared to defend themselves in case of an attack, but
they did the best thing possible under the eircum-
stances,—that is, they organized a company and sent
for arms, as will appear froin the following letter,
written two days after the murder, to Governor
Hamilton.
“NOGRTHAMIMTON,
“ e 10T oF THIS INSTANT Ocroper, 1763,

“ Py the Honorable James Hamblotown, Esq., Eicwtenant- Governor and Com-

mander-in-Chief of the Provinece of Penmsglouwic, Nviccassel, Cent, and

sasox on Deluwar.

“ As I, Joseph Doth, of Northampton Town, chureh minister, of this
pighth instaut QOctober, as I was a-preaching, the people came in such
numbers that I was obliged to quit my sarmon, and the same time Cor-
nel James Bord was in the town, and T, the aforesaid minister, apoke
with Cornel Bord coneerning this affares of the Todians, and we fonud
the Inhabitance had neither Gong, Powder vor Lead to defend them-
selves, and that Cornel Bord had Iately spoke with his hopour.  He had
informed me thiat we wonld assist them with Gong and ammunition, and
he requested of me to write to your honor, becanse he was just setling
off for Tancaster, and the Inhabitance of the Town hiad uot chose their
officers at the 1ime he set off. 8o we, the Inhabitance of the saild Town,
Lhath unanimous chose George Woll, the Learer hereof, to be the Captain,
and Abraliam Rinker to be the Lientenaut,

We whose names are umder written promise fo obey to this wen-
tioned Captin and Lieutentot, anl 8o we Tope will be so zood and send
us A0 Gons, 100 1h, Powder, and 400 1b, Lead, and 180 stans for the
{xoms,

it Thege front your humble servant, remaining under the profection of

our Lord Swviour Jesus Christ,
“Javon Rotir, dliisder.

“M'ha names of the company of this =atd Northampton Town:

Leanard Abel,
Tobins Dittes.
Lorensz Hanlk.

“ George Wolf, Captin,

“ Abrabaim Hinker, Lict.
“Thilip Koorler.

¥ Peter Bliller.

“ Jacob Wolfl

“Eimon Logundacker.

Simon Brenner,
Jolhin Martin Doerr,
Poter Lath.

Frana Keffer.
Juacoly Mohr,
Abrahan Savite,

Y George Nicholas,

“ David Deshiler,

“ Martin Froelich,

* zoorge Launer.
“Dinlel Nonnemacher.
“ Peter Bchab,

“ Prederick schachler,

Julin Schiceck,
Gaorge 2. Schnell,
Aichacl Botlhirock.”

1 Peter Mickley lived a number of years wilth his brother Trom this
time, and removed to Bucks County, where he died in the year 1827,

2 A bill for the relief of these givls was passed by tlie Assembly in
1765, by which the sum of £44 3s, 84 wasz appropriated to dizscharge the
bLills brought against them by the surgeons who dressed their woeunds
ani saved thelr Hyees,

3 Gaorgo Graff, afterwards of Allentown.  For biographical note see
chapter on that city,

t The old stone house, which was a place of refuze in tronblous In-
dian times, i3 in 4 good stato of preservation and still inlatdled, 1t
stands npen the north bank of Coplay Creek, in Whitchall township,
upon & furm owned by D. J. F. Doshlar, of Allentown.

b Facts copcerning Adam Deshler and his fumily appear in the history
of Whitehall township. Tt will be scen by vefercnee to the chapter of
Tndian history in the Carlon County department of this work that
Doeshler frnished large guantities of provisions for {he provineial forees
in 1756, 1757, and 1758,
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That the military ecompany was not of very much
utility upon its organization will appear from an ex-
tract from one of Col, James Burd’s letters to the
Governor, dated Oct, 17, 1763. He says, “I arrived

here (Lancaster) on Monday night from Northamp- |

ton. I need not trouble your Honor with a relation
of the misfortune of that county, as Mr., Horsfleld
told me he would send you an express and inform
you fully of what had happened. I will only mention
that in the town of Northampton (where I was at the
time) there were only four guns, three of which unfit
for use, and the enemy within four miles of the place.”’
From other sources we learn that the one gun in
good eondition was the property of David Deshler.
Fortunately there proved to be no uecessity for the
company or for guns. The fecling of alarm, however,
extended much farther than Allentowrn., Bucks County
had early sent succor to her northern neighbor, one
company of mounted men coming into the hostile
country within twenty-four hours, and two others
speedily following. Companies were quickly organ-
ized in various parts of Northampton County. Louis
(vordon, of Easton, was captain of one,. and Jacob

Arndt, who had removed from Bucks County, of

another,
The Governor was thoroughly alarmed at what he
supposed to be a gencral uprising of the Indians, and

appears even to have been concerned for the safety of

Philadelphia. On the 15th of October he called the
attention of the Assembly to the murders in North-
ampton County in an earnest message, in which he
urged that immediate attention be given to the sub-
ject of providing mecans for the protection of the fron-
tier settlements. ITe said,—

o+ o I bave receivad well-attested aceounts of many barbarons ancd
shocking murders and other depredations having been commiited by
Tdians in Northampton County, in congequence whereof grent num-
hers of those who escaped the ragce of the enemy have alroudy tlemeriod,
andl ave daily deserting their abifuwions so that unless some effectual
aid he speedily granted themy, to indoce them to stand {heir ground, it
8 diffieult to say where thelr desertions will ¢ton or to how small a dis-
tunee from the capital cur frontier may bo reduced.

* The Provineial commii=siouera and T have, in consequence of the re-
solve of the Assemlly of the 6th of July lust, done everything in our
power foir the protection of the provioce pursuant to the trust imposed
o0 03 ; bt ay onr fands are entirely exlisusted, and cven a consideralile
arrear beeonmies due to the solidiers and others employed Ly the govern-
ment tor their pay, which we have notin our power fo Jdischarge, it
seeius impo-sible that the forces now on foot can be longer kept to-
gether withont a supply iz gpeedily grnted for that purpose.

“I therelore, gentlemen, in the most earnest manner recommend o
your immediite congideration the distreasod state of our unfortunate
inhabitants of the froutier, who are continually exposed to the savage
cruelty of 4 mereiless enemy, und request that yon will in your preseot
session grant such a snpply as, with God’s assistance, may enuble ns
not ouly to prutect our own people, but to tale a4 zevero revenure on our
perfidious fues by povsuing them into their own country ; fur which
purpose there prevails at present a noble ardor among cur frontier peu-
ple which, in my opinion, onght by all means to be cherished and im-
proved, . | .

The Assembly acted promptly, pussing on Qect, 29,
1763, a provision ‘““that the sum of twenty-lour
thousand pounds be granted to his Majesty Tor raising,
paylng, and victuulling eight hundred men (officers

included), to be employed in the most effectual man-
ner for the defense of this province.”

The Inhabitants having become thoroughly aroused
and watchful, and the government having taken
prompt and eflicient measures, it was no longer within
tlre bounds of practicable possibility for the Indians
to invade the territory below the Blue Ridge, but
they continued for a number of years—in fact, as late
as 1780—to commit murders in the country just north
of the mountains, some of which, having occurred in
Carbon County, are related in this volume.

CHAPTER III,

LOCATL ATFFAILRS DURING THE REVOLUTION,

Raising of Troops—Manufactures for the Army at Allentown—Dis-
treszed Condition of tlie People.

WIEX the Revolutionary war opened the people of
Lehigh, then an integral portion of old Northampton,
with which 1ts history of that period is inseparably
merged, bad cnjoyed more than a decade of peaceful
and prosperous vears, which afforded a happy contrast
with those intervening hetween 1755 and 1764, The
farmers, who had so long lived in a state of fear and
disquietude, had, on the establishment of peace after
the atrocitics of 1763, bent all of their energies to the
improvemcut of their land and their homes, giving
only that medicum of attention to public affairs which
the interests of the State demand from good citizens.
But when the inexorable flow ol events operating on
public opinion showed that the erisis of war with the
mother-country was inevitable, the martial and the
patriotic spirit of these quict and useally undemon-
strative people was awakened, and their thoughts
were given to the one absorbing topic of the times.

The feeling that existed in the province is shown
by the expressions of the convention whiclk was
held 1n Philadelphia Jan. 23-28, 1775. Follow-
ing I3 an extraet [rom the resolutions adopted:
“But if the humble and loyal petition of said Con-
gress to his most gracious Majesty should be dis-
regarded, and the British adminisiration, instead of
redressing our grievances, should determine by force
to effect a submigsion to the late arbitrary acts of the
British Parlimment, in such a situation we hold it our
indispensable duty 1o resist such force, and at every
hazard to defend the rights and liberties of America,”

Northampton was represented in the convention
which thus enuneclated the independent principles of
the people by {(zeorge Taylor, John Oakley, Peter
Kichline, and Jacob Arndt.

The war that was to last seven years opened with
the battle of Lexington upon the 18th of April, 1775,
and the battle of Bunker ITill was fought on the 17th
of the [ollowing June, Washington was placed at
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the head of the army,
action toward raising the four thousund three hun-
dred men apportioned to the province, and made
appropriations for their support. Northampton
County was as fully aroused as any portion of the
province, and guickly organized a company of sol-
diers, ench man enlisting recelving o bounty of threc
pounds ($8.00}, |

This company, of which Thomas Cralg was captain,
was composed almost entirely of Northampton County
men, and there were many from that portion which
is now ILehigh. The company formed a portion of
the Second Pennsylvania Battalion,! of which Col.
Arthur St. Clair (afterward major-gencral) wag the
commander,

Following is the roll of Captain Craig’s company :

Cleepiiring,

Craiz, Thomas, com. Jan. &, 1776 ; pro, lieut.-col. Sept, 7, 1776.
Lunnor, Budolph.
Firef Ddewdonoands,

a

Kachlein, Andrew, conw Jan, 3,

17765 dizeh. June 21, 1776,
Dunn, Isaac Budd, com, July 4, 177

"
]
776,

Seennd Diertfonils,

b Frow

raig, John, com. Jan. 5, 1776; pro. Nov. 11, 1776; sulsequently capt,
in Tight Dragouns, 4th Cavalry.
Armstrong, James, com, Nov. 11, 17785,

Lhasigne,
Parlk, Thomas, com. Jan. 5, 1776 ; disch. Jarne 20, 1776,
Tull, Abraham, eom, Oet, 25, 1776.

' The Second Battalion was radszed under authority of a resolution of
Gongress dated Dec. 9, 1775, The field-officers of the Lattalion were
Col. Arthar St Clair {afterward a major-ceneral in the Revolutionary
army?, Tient.-(’ol. Willlam Allen {promoted froor captain in the Firsg
LBattalion}, and Maj. Jogeph Wood. The adjntunt was Georpe Ross, On
the 1l6Gth of Febmary, 1776, the secret committec of Congress was di-
revted o furnizh Col. St Clair’s batfnlion with arws, and to write to
him to use the utmost dilizence in getting his battalion ready, aud io
march the companies as fast as they were rewly, one at a time, fo
On the itk of Macch Lieut.-Col. Allen hd prvived in New
York, and embarked some of the companies for Albany, and received
an order from Fan, Stirling to direct the rvest of the companies to pro-
el to New York, where quarters would be fornd for them.  On the
140 of Aprily 1776, five companies of the Second Dattalion were at
Tort Bdwanrd, N. Y., on the Tpper Hadson River, where they remained
until the I10th, when they were omlered to Fort George, whenee they
moved northward by way of Lake Chamnplain into Coanada,  The other
compunies of the Second came np, and o the 6th of May, Ticat.-Col.
Allen with the battalion had passed Deschambault, and was within
three miles of (Juebec, where he met Gen, Thomas with the arnny
(O the Tth, at a council of war, at which he

{Canda,

ratreating from Quelec.
was present, it wds determined that the army should contiuue the
retreat as far ns the Sorel. Thomas with the ariuy left Deschambault
on the 13th, und was at Three Rivers on tho 156th with about eight
hundred men. Oun the 20th, Gen. Thomas was at Sorel, and the same
fay issued an order to Col. Maxwell to abandon Threo Rivers, which he
did, and with the rear of the army reached Sorel on the 2841, Irow
Sorel, Col. 8t. Clair's battalion with other troops farned baelk amd pro-
peadad to Trofs Rivieves, ou the 8t Lawrence, where, on Saturilay, the
gth of June, a gevers battle was fought, resulting in the defeat of the
Amerienn force, which retreated up the St. Lawrence, amd rveaclicd
Sorel on the Tk, On the T4th the British geneoral, Burgoyne, reached
that place, the Americans having evacuated it only a few hours before,
and moved up the Sorel River to 8t Jolin's, at the foof of Lake Cham-
plain. Irom tliere the retreat was continued to Tsle aux Noix, and
thence to Crown Voint and Ticonderoga, which Tast-numed place the

Secowd Duttalion left, Jan. 24, 17977, and moved sonthward to Pennsyl- ]

vanin, the enlistiment of the men hinving expired. Snbsegquently many
of them enligted in the Third Resiment of Ponnaylvania.

Pennsylvania took prompt | |
i Alareliall, lobert, app. Jan, 7, 1776 dischi. July 15, 1776,

Sergewnts.

Smith, Peter, app. Jan. 13, 1776 ; pro. Nov. 11, 1776.

| Horn, Abraham, app. Jan. &, 1770.

Till, Abrahaw, app. Jan. 19, 17765 pro, Oct. 26, 1776.
Shouse, Christinn, app. July 13, 1776,
Carey, Juhin, app. Oet. 25, 17765 «dixch, Nov, 21, 1776,

MeMiclhiel, Johu, app Nov, 21, 17706,

Miner, John, app, Jan. 13, 1770, drummer.
Gangwer, George, app. Jan. 13, 1776 fifer; reduced Oct. 11, 1776,
Fuller, 8tephen, app. Oct. 11, 1776, fifer,

Carporad.

Rhonge, Christian, app, Jan. 13, 15776 ; pro. Jaly 13, 1776,
Carey, Jolin, app. Jan. 5, 17765 pro. Oct. 25, 1776,

Byel, Peter, app, Jan. 17, 1776,

Powelson, Tlenry, app. Feh, 11, 1776,

MeMichael, Jolin, app. April &, 1776 pro.June 21, 1776,

Shearer, Robiert, app. April 12, 1976,
Qweeney, James, app. Nov. 81, TT76.

Mon, Swennel, app. July 12, 1774,

Privetes,

Ackert, John.

Agaur, Authony.

By, Jiacoh,

Bowerinin, Pefor.

woyer, Johmn.

Branthuwer, Adqam,

Crane, Josiah.,

Cheist, Buller,

Conninghan, Alexander,

Daily, Poter.

Datting, John,

Trharling, David.

Tiavenport, Jacoly

Davig, Kvan (Cookstown, Tyvone
Cu., Teeland s enl, Jan, 7, 17763
nuis=ing since battle at Three
Rivers, June Sth ; poroled Ang.
&, 1700,

Iravis, Joha {missing zince battle
at Three Hivers, June Sth.

THeld, Danicl.

Ihillis, Thanas.

Docleer, Juhn,

Iiving, Bvan.

Fileelr, Pever (wounded).

Foulk, Duunivl.

Frewldlay, leury,

Gangwer, {Feoree,

Grinmes, Bumnel (missing since the
Lattle of Three Rivers, June §,
1776).

Uroob, Philip.,

Hans, Leonard,

Hinehman, Jolin.

Hirkie, William.

Heeotisnsn, Lodwie,

Hurn, Froderiek,

Itubler, Julin.

IHuntsmae, George,

Jost, Martin.

ILantsman, Nicholas,

Kinge Charles.

Kunsg, George (died Aux, 6, 1776}
Twns, Michae].
Labar, Leonard.
Latar, Melchior.
BLan, John,
Man, lawrensce.
MoMichael, John
175060,
Miller, Christian,
Miller, Matthizs.
Meugas, Conrad.

{pro. Apmril §,

Ainon, David.
Moclz, Jolin.
Morcy, Rolert.
WTon, fBaranel {pro, July 13, 1774).
Nagle, Leonard,
Ney, 2amuel.
Phiss, ieorge,
Poweis, Jacolbs,
Prang, Stophel,
Lamacy, Thomas.
Iiusarch, Courad,
Eeyley, Daniel.
Richards, Jonathan.
Rinker, Abraham.
Logers, Timolhy.
Shaffer, Thomas.
Shatuon, John.
Shearcr, lHenry.
Shearer, Lobert (pro.
1774,
Sniith, Peter,
Srmiith, Philip.
Standltey, Meter.
siinson, David,
SBterner, Goeoree,

April 12,

Sweeney, James (pro. Nov. 21,
TTH).

Thompson, James.

Wilson, ILobert.

Wise, Jacol.

Yiesly, Felty.

When the news of the Declaration of Independence

reached Easton it was determined to make a public
demonstration, which was accordingly done upon the
Sth of July. Capt. Abraham Labar’s company pa-
raded the streets, with fife and drum loudly resound-
ing and colors flying, and the citizens assombled in
the court-house to hear their townsman, Robert
Levers, read the Declaration.

After the evacuation of Boston by the British under
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Howe, in March, 1776, Washington, apprehending
that New York was the objective-point of the enemy,
moved there with the whole of his army except asmall
foree sufficicnt to garrison Boston. DBut his cntire
army was lamentably insufficient, and Congress re-
solved to reinforce the commander-in-chief with thir-
teen thousand eight hundred militia, ten thousand of
whom were to form the “ Flying Camp.” Of this
militia the quota of Pennsylvania was six thousand.
The matter of the quotus of Pennsylvania and of the
different countics was also considered at the conter-
ence of the committees of the province, held af Car-
penters’ Hall, Philadelphia, from June 18th fo the
%jth, 1776, to which the delegates from Northampion
County were Robert Levers, Col. Neigel Gray, John
Weitzel, David Deshler, Nicholas Depue, and Ben-
jamin Depue. At this session of the confercuice the
following resolutions were passed concerning the
oreanization of the troops:

“ Resoleed, unanimonsly, That this conference de recommend to the
commitiees wnd associators? of this province to embody 4500 of the mili-
tia, which, with the 1500 men now in the pay of this provinee, will be
the queta of this province, ag required by Congress.

© Rasolzed, nnunimously, That the 4500 militia recommended to be
pniged he formed into six battalions, each battalion to be commanded by
one colonel, one lientenani-colonel, one major; the stafl to conaist of
¢ chaplain, o surgevn, an adjutant, a fuartermaster, and ENTEC0IE
mate, and o have ¢onc 80 PEEON-TIAjor, G0 quartermaster-sergeant, o
drum-major, and a fifeomajor, and to be composed of nine comprnies,
viz.: elyht buttalion comparies, to consist of o captain, two lisutenants,
one cusigh, four sergeants, four corporuls, a drummer, a fifer, and sixty-
six privates each,and one ritle company, to consist of a captain, three
Hewtenants, four sergeants, four corporals, one drummer, one fifer, and
eighty privates.”

The establishment of a permauent provinelal gov-
ernment, and the holding of’ a convention for the pur-
pose of forming the same, were alzo considered. A
resolution was passed providing that all who svere en-
titled to vote for representatives in Assembly should
be permitted to vote for delegates to the conyention
after taking the test-oath of alleglance (should it be
required). The judges of clection were vested with
power to administer the oath. Monday, the 8th of
July, was appointed as the time for holding the
clection.

Northampton County was divided into four election
districts, us follows:

Phe First District-—Easton, William, Lower Sau-
con, Bethlehem, Torks, Mount Bethel, Plainfield ; to
e held at ILaston.

Phe Second Disteict.—Northampton, SBalisbury, Up-
per Saucon, Upper Miliord, Macungie, Wcissenberg,
Lynn, Whitehall, Heidelberg; to be Lield at Allen’s
Town.

e Third District—Allen, Moore, Chestnut Hill,
Towamensing, Penn, Lehigh; to be held at Peter
Anthony’s.

The Fowrth District—Hamilton, Lower Smithfield,

1 The term * asscciators” was adopted to designate those wlho sub-
seribed to the test-cath of allegiance to the proviucial government, a3
prescribed by resolution of Congress, Those who did not take thig cath
were called % non-associators.”

Delaware, Upper Smithfield ; to be held at Nicholas
Depue's.

It will be observed that the whole of the present
county of Lehigh, except Hanover, was included in
the second district. The judges of election for this
district were David Deshler, George DBreinig, and
John Gerhart.

The quota of Northampton towards the formation
of the Flying Camp was three hundred and forty-six,
of which namber, it is said, two hundred came from
the territory now comprised in Lehigh {though that
estimate is probably too high), We learn from the
Bethichen Diory that on the 30th of July, 1776,
“one hundred and twenty recruits {rom Allentown
and vicinity” passed through that place on their way
to the * Flving Camp in the Jerseys.” Some of these
men joined the company of Capt. John Arndt, of
Baxter's battalion, which early in Aungust joined
Washington’s army on Long Island, and participated
in the battle which ensued there on the 27th of that
month, and which resulted so disastrously to the eolo-
nial troops. The company suffered severcly in this
engagement, and also in that at Fort Washington,
Nov. 16, 1776.  Following is the roll of the company
as taken at Elizabethtown the day after the battle :

Capt. JJohin Arndt. %1 Licut. IPeter liichline.

Sergeants.
Eobert Scott. Philip Arndt.
Corporals,
I*cter Richter,
Jueol Kichline,

Klijal Crawfond,

Frivates,
Daniel Lewid.
John Middagh.
Jolhin MeFerren.
Robert Tiyle,
Jucol Wagner,
Samuel MeCracken.
Henry Fatzinger.
Micliael K chler.
Henry Wolf, Ju.
Isaac Shoemalier.
I3aniel Sehler.
Chiristinn Stout.
Beujamin Depul.

Alexander Sylloman,
Heury Ouangst,
Adam Yohe.
James Ferrill,
Conrad Smitli.
tienrge Issig.
Jolin Iiestler.
Valentine Yent.
Blichael Diel.
John Yent.
James Bywonton,
Jacoly diller.
Dichael Kress.

Names and rank of those killed or taken prisoners
on Long Island, Aug. 27, 1776

Sergeunts.

Androw Heister. Andrew Koifer,

Privales,
Peter Ikern,
Anthony Frutchy,
Peter Lehr,
Philip Bosh.
Peter I'ress.
Barnet Biiller,
Abraham Ireter,
John arpel.
Lawrence Erl.

Thomas sybert,
Jucoly Dufford.
Richard (Overfield.
Joseph Stont.

Jacoh Weldlkineeht.
Martin Derr.
George Fry.
Matthius Steittinger,
Ilenry Bush, Sr.
Peter Beyer.

Names and rank of those killed or taken prisoners
at Fort Washington, Nov. 16, 1776 :
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Druommer, John Arnde,
Fifer, Ilenry Allshouse,

1st Lieut, Joseph Murtin.
Ad Lieut. Izsaac Slumer.

Frivufes,
TFrederick Wagner,
sumuel Correy,
Ienry Frez,
Henvy Bush, Jr.
Llenry Btranp,
lanie Koon,
Chiistian ITarpel.
Joseph Blinim.
Ienry Weldkneeht,
Jacob Traunfeeter
Adnm Waidknecht,
Adam Dortz.
George Edinger,
Clhiristian Harpel.
Jacob Kreider,
Josuph Chass,

John Wolt,
Christinn Rodt.
James TTyndshaw.
John Ross,

Jucob Andrews,
John Bush,
Conraid Bittenbender,
Paul Reisoer.

Juhn Bhuck,
Isnae Berlin,
Frederick Ricger.
Jacoh Kngler,
Loewia Collins.
Jozeph Keller.
Wilkiam Warrnoed,
IPred. Wilkieln,
enry Wold, 5r,

Washington, after the disastrous battle of Harlem

Heights, retreated across the North River, and the .

army marched rapidly through the State of Now
Jersey by way of Newark, New Brunswick, Prince-
ton, and Trenton, making none but brief and neces-
sary halts until Pennsylvania soil was reached. The
Delaware was then relied upon to check the progress
of Cornwallis” pursuing forees. The General Hospital
had been located at Morristown, N. J., but this
refreat made it necessary to remove it within the con-
tracled lines of the army.” The town of Bethlchem,

in the estimation of the commander-in-chief, was the |

most advantageous location, being well situated and
healthful, and far enough removed from the (ront to
be practically sceure [rom the enemy. In pursuance
of Washington’s wish, John Warren, general SIIrgeon
to the Continental Hospital, sent to Bishop Ettwein,
spiritual and temporal head of the Moravizus, the
following eommunication :

“According to his Excellency General Washing-
ton’s order, the (General Hospital of the army is
removed to Dethlehem ; and you will do the rreatest
act of humanity by immediately providing proper
buildings for its reception.”

The cxpress bearing this notification arrived in
Bethlehem Dec. 3, 1776, and one of the principal
bulldings was immediately vacated and put in readi-
ness for the sick and wounded who were expected.
When the first two hundred and fifty human wrecks
of war arrived, they were made as comfortable as
possible under the circumstances. They were entirely
destitute of provisions, and it was three days hefore
any arrived. During that time the benevolent Mori-
vians supplicd them with food gratuitously.

The Moravians at Bethlchem and elsewhere never
turned a deal car to the cries of distressed humanity,
Their position, as regarded the belligerents in the
war of the Revolution, was one of strict neulrality, in
full accordance with their long-established principles,
but they wcore suspected in some quarters to be in
sympathy with the British, One of the men high in
their councils said, “It is our desire to live at peace

with &Il men. We wish well to the country in which
we dwell. Our declining to exercise in the use of
arms is no new thing, nor does it proceed from certain
considerations, being a fundamental principle of the
Brethren’s Church,—a point of conscience which our
first settlers bronght with them into this provinee,
We never have, nor will ever, act inimieally to this
country ; we will do nothing against its peace and
Interest, nor oppose any civil rule or regulation in
the province or country wherein we dwell, On the
other hand, we will subinit ourselves in all things in
which we can keep a4 good conscience, and not with-

| draw our shoulders fron the common hurden.”

Not only were these people under the susplcion of
many ot the settlers in Northampton County, but
there was a fecling of animosity against them on the
part of some of the officers and soldiers of the Ameri-
:an army. It was therefore with a fecling of some
alarm that they saw troops encamped opposite Beth-
lehem on the night of Dec, 17, 1776. For some
reason, which docs not clearly appear, the division of
Gen. Tee, then, however, under the command of
Gen, Bullivan, after crossing the Delaware in the
retreal from IFort Washington, had moved up the
Lehigh as far as the Moravian town. Gen. Lee had
been captured at Basken Ridge, N. J., and he had
been heard to say at the time that if’ ever he had
opportunity to do so he should sack the town of Beth-
lehem, for he Delieved the Moravian people inimical
to the American cause, and in some mysterious Wiy
responsible for his being made a prisoner, If the
citizens of Bethlehen, however, had any serious fears,
they were soon dispelied, for Gen. Sullivan showed
himself to beo their friend, and uninfluenced by the
all too-prevalent hue and cory against them. Gen.
(tates, too, who happened to be at the town, enter-
tained a very high regard for the Moravians.

While the chief centres of operations and of inter-
cst In Northampton County were Bethlehem and
Easton, Allentown (then called Northampton), al-
though a comparatively insignificant hamlet of about
three hundred and fifty population, was a place of
some importance historically, as we shall show, and
was frequently mentioned in the official correspond-
ence of the times.! A considerable number of the
Hessians taken prisoners by Washington at Trenton,
on Christmas, 1776, were brought here and Lept for
a time In tenis. According to the testimony of an
oldl citizen,? the cump was in the northern part of
town, probably where Gordon Street now is. Some
of these mercenaries settled down here and became
free citizens, being very willing to give up soldier-
life when they had opportunity. At a later period
of the war other prisoners were brought to Allentown,
and also some of the American soldiers who were
sick or wounded, to be nursed. TIn this contingency

1 Pennsylvania Archivoes,
2 From the Allenforen Friedensbole.
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the only churell I town was temporarily converted
into a hospital.

In the summer of 1777 it appears that Allentown
was the centre of operations for the formation of a
wagon-brigade.  John Arndt, Egq., of Easton, writing
under date of July 9th, to Thomas Wharton, president
of the Bupreme Council, says, “On June 26th, as many
of us as could assembled in Allenstown, and elected
Courad Kreider, of Allen township, wagon-master,”
On Jaly 6th, Kreider reported that there were in tlie
county five hundred and fitty wagons. In this same
year the bells of Christ Church, Philadelphia, were
brought here for coucealment! when the British fook
possession of the cily, and the Defhichewn Diary savs
that the wagon conveying them broke down in the
street at that place,

The Lethlchem Divry of Feb, 10, 1777, savs, “ We
have been informed last week that certain militia in
the neighborhood of Allentown have expressed threats
towards Bethlehem and its inhabitants,” This threat
was doublless made because ot the reputed Tory, or
at least non-reststunt, spirit of its people. It was by
reason of the same feeling on the part of the Ameri-
cans that they refused to have the laboratory for the
manufacture of cartridges remain in Bethleliem, and
removed it to Allentown, Sept. 23, 1777.  After this
removal works were also established here for repair-
ing arms, making saddles, and other articles needed
by the military. Thesc works, as we shall duly make
it appear, were quite cxtensive. One Capt. Stiles
was In charge of the stores, tools, and arms, and
orders upon him for various quantities of the differ-
ent artieles in his possession were frequently given to
officers needing them by Col. Benjamin Flowers and
others,

The extreme rigors of the Revolution were felt
among the workmen at Allentown, as they were by
the American soldiers and artisans cmployed in that
war almost everywhere, Under date of Feb, 17, 1778,
John Wetzell, lHentenant at Allentown, wrote to the
president of the Exceutive Council at Lancaster,
“My duty demands that I should give news to yvou
of w new order received yesterday, viz, in relation
to shortness of rations issued to military workers and
saddlers, the same having created such great unrest
among the workmen that they concluded to give up
work. A conversation with David Deshler und Fred.
Hagener made them more content.  The sub-lieuten-
anty have received many arms to be repaired, and re-
ceived yestorday four hundred muskets, and more are
expected dally. The quartermaster writes that he
wants a large quantity of repaired guns, because he
is expeeting new militia every day, as well as militia
of this county, which is to be fully equipped. We
have deeided to allow former rations until we receive
further instruetions. Our department is now in good
order, and is increased every day, so that I entertain

1 Rupp, quoting B, H. Wright, Fzq.

the hope to obtain the necessary workmen to finish
our labor.”

“P.8.—The rations which at present are issued are
L; pounds of beef, 1) pounds of bread, also flonr and
vegetables, . pint of rum or whiskey, wood, soap, and
candles.”

Lieut.-Com. Cornclius Sweers, of Lebanon, writing
to Wharton, May 4, 1778, says, “ On investigation of
the stores at Allentown, I found certain barrels and
chests containing sail-cloth. Since we are in imme-
diate necd of this article, I asked Capt. Stiles for the
same, which he said could only be surrendered on an
order of the Council. T flatter myself that you will
give this order, as Gen. Washington needs the same
for ordnance wagons, ete.”

The quantity of arms and stores repaired and in
recadiness at Allentown was reported by Sub-Lieut.
Fred Hagener to Wharton, May 7, 1778, as follows:

800 muskoets and Layvonets with scabbards,

550 Luyonet bhelrs,

760 Laversacks,

45 shot ponches,

18 powder flasks.
400 knapsacks.

Ta blankets,

25 tents.

140 camp kettles.

31 rifles {in John Tyler's possession).

130 muskets (conld be ready May 20).

“These guns and arms are in good condition, and we will do our Lest
to make others ready aud serve our conuntry.”

On July 20, 1778, Richard Teters, in the name of
the War Office, informed the Vice-Dresident of Penn-
sylvania that “the condition of aflairs on the bhorders
was of the mogt alarming nature, but that the War
Office had done cverything in its power to serve out
military stores.” At that time the State had at least
twelve thousand stands of arms at Allentown await-
ing orders to be issued to the militia. This serves to
shhow that Allentown was at this period extraordina-
rilty active in the cause of liberty. 1Its people, and
those of the surrounding country, were almost without
exception intensely patriotie.

Among the most actively patriotic citizens of the
county of Northampton were David Deshler,? of Al-
lentown, and Capt. John Arndt?® of Faston, both of
whom advanced money to the provincial government
when the public treasury was empty, and that too at
& time when the prospect of its being returned was
not very bright. They both Iabored with unflagging
zeal to promote the welfare of the public cause and
to fill the quota of ihe county, as required by the acts
of Congress and the Provincial Assembly. We have
already exhibited proof’ of Deshler’s vreat influence

2 He was the gon of Adam Deshler, of Whitehall, who acted as com-
missary for the Provineial froops in the Tndian war Leginning in 1755,
{See chapter on the city of Allentown,)

¢ Capt. Jobhn Arndt, after passing through the dissstrons canpuirn
of 1776, returued to Waston, crippled and bLroken in health from the
wonnd he had reeeived in the battle of Long Island agd from the harid-
ships he bad passed through., Netwithstanding, he declined to ask for
the pension which the law wonld have given him.
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