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and held his fiest term in January, 1863, and his last
September, 1867. The Hon. J. Pringle Jones again
came to the benel in January, 1868, and served one
vear. The Hon. A. B. Longaker was elected as presi-
dent judee in October, 1868, and took Lix seat in Jan-
wary, 1869, ITe held the position till July, 1878, when
he resicned, and the Hon. Edward llarvey was ap-
pointed to fill the vacancy. In October, 1878, the
Hon. Edwin Albright was clected president judge ol
Lehigh County, then constituting the Thirty-first Dis-
trict, took his seat in January, 1879, and still con-
tinues to diseharge the duties of the oflice.

The first court formed in Northampton County,
under the Constitution of 1790, embraced as associate
justices I’eter Rhoads and John Mulhoeilen, who were
commissioned Aug. 17, 1791,  Peter Rhoads was
again appointed in 1806 and 1809, and upon the or-
canization of Leligh County he and Jonas Hartzell
were appointed as associate justices of the newly-
created courtl, and served until 1815, Since that time
the following persons have served in that capacity :

Commissloned, Commissioned,

Jolin Forelo. ... Sept. 0, 1815 Willoughhy Fogel.....Nov. 12, 1856
Jacub Btelo.... Nov. 11, 1823 Joshua stabler......... R R
John I'. Bubiea...... = 3, 1835 o R P
Joseph Savper.a,....Jan, 14, 15359 Willoughby I'ngaleee = 23, 1861
Pater Hiis. seeems ceeeo darels 20, 1840 ¢ James FreY.o. .. oD, 188G
i S —. L 3, 1840 " Jacob Erdway. ., S 9, THGG
Jacob Dillingera..... * 14,1843 Eeulben Grast s g 1RGH
Peater Haas.ooonennne- Feh. 25, 1844 < L o T A L R B )
Tl V. BRubie.. ..o March 20, 1849 Sannel J. Kistler.....July 30, 1568
Poter ITnas....oe Nov, 10,1851 | David Laury...ee... Nov. 5, 180G
Jacol Dillinger...... - 1in, 1861 ' Jumes Froy. ... #0017, 1871
Chavles Kecksecdng: T, 1887 . David Lanr¥eeee.. v ® G, 1853

* e NOv, T, 1EHG |

The Constitntion ol 1874 abolished the office of as-
sociate justice in certain distriets, of which Lehigh
County was one,

The first business in the Court of Quarter Sessions
of Lehigh County at its first term ( Deceniber, 1812)
was the admission of attorneys applying for the priv-
ilege of practicing in the several courts of the county.
The following were duly admitted, viz.: George Wolf,
Henry Wilson, John Ross, William MeTlbinny, Fran-
cis B. 8haw, Frederick Smith, Charles Evans, John
Ewing, Frederick J. Heller, William Bpering, and
Samuel Sitgreaves. Of these, only three, Henry Wil-
son, John Ewing, and Frederick J. Ieller, were resi-
dents of Lehigh County.

Of the foregoing, Henry Wilson was a native of
Harrisburg, and studied law in that place. He was ¢
man of ability and character, and rose rapidly in the
estimation of the people.

Frederick J. Heller had becn admitted to the bar
of Northampton County in 1797, and had been quite
an active practitioner, but notwithstanding that fact
little is now remembered of hinw

Jolin Ewing wus another of the pioneer lawyers of
Lehigh who has passed out of recollection. He lived
for a number of years in the house on Humilton
direct now owned by 1. J. Llart,

John Evans had been admitted to practice in North-
ampton County in 1803. He did a large amount of

oarded as one of the best Jawyers who visited Allen-
town in the olden time. His family is now scattered.

Henry King was for many years succecding 1815
the leader of the Lehigh bar, and enjoyed the most
enviable reputation throughout Eastern Pennsylvania.
He was born in the town of Palmer, Hampden Co.,
Mass., on the 6th of July, 1790, and received the rudi-
ments of hig education in that region. When about
fifteen years of age he became onc of the few sc-
leet pupils of the Rev. Ilzra Witter, who resided in
the town of Wilbralam, Hampden Co. Under this
teaclier he finished his gencral education.  In 1810 he
conumenced the study of law with gn eminent attorney
of New London, Conn., W. H. Brainerd, Isq., with
whom he remained until the fall of 1812, when his
studies were interrupted through the disturbed con-
dition of the region, consequent upon the wur with
Great DBritain. He removed then to Wilkesbarre,
Pu., where he completed his preparation for the bar
in the office of the Hon. Garrick Mallory and was nd-
mitted to practice in April, 1815, It was very shortly
after this that he removed to Allentown, where he
was for some time the only resident lawyer, but was
brought into contact with the cminent practitioners of
peighboring towns, s Sitgreaves, Ross, Wolfe, IXvans,
Smith, and John M. Porter. In 1825 he was elected
to the Senate of Pennsylvania for a term of four years,
upon the expiration of which Lie was again elected,
Before hiz second term expired, in 1830, he was chosen
as a representative to Congress, which position he
filled for four years. During his carcer in the Legls-
lature Le was most of the time at the head of several
of the most important committecs.  He was chalrman
of the commitiee to remodel the penitentlary system
of the State, and drew the bill which divided the
Qtate into districts and cstablished the Western Peni-
tentiary. The next mensure with which he was
identified was the well-known act of 1824 to reform
the general code, in the preparation of wliich he was
assistod by the © Prison Discipline Society™ of Philu-
delphia, whose favorite project it was. Jocl B, Bather-
land, T. J. Wharton, and Judge King, of Philuadel-
phia, had been appointed gomniissioners Lo vIsit
coveral of the States, and report to the Legislature from
the knowledge thus gained a system for the govern-
ment of the penitentiarics, After a full examinalion
they reported in fuvor of the system then in vogue in
New York., This was strenuously opposed by the
“ Prison Discipline Socicty,” who found in Mr., King
an able and effective advovate in the State Senate.
After a long and severe strugele the plan now in force
in Pennsylvania was adopted. Mr. King also drafted
the bills under which the Arch and Walnut Strect
prisons in Philadelphia were removed, and Moya-
mensing prison erected in their stead.  So closely had
Lebeen connected with these reforins, and so active had
he been in advancing them, that he gained much fame,
and when the commissioners appointed by the king

professional work in the Lehigh courts, and was re- | of Prussia to visit this country and report upon the
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different systems of penal correction came here, they
sought him out in Lis gqoict home at Allentown, that
thev might confer with him.
the time Mr. King was in the Legislature he was also
chuirman of the Judiciary Committee. Several impor-
tant laws still in force on the statute-books of the
State owe their origin to Mr. King, among them that
for ** recording releases for payment of legacies,” for
“preserving the lien of firdt mortgages,” for  dis-
tributing the proceeds of sheriffy’ sales.”  Many other
laws prepazed by him were included in the revised
code of Pennsylvania.  In Congress, Mr. King wus an
active tariff man and voted for the lariff of 1832, and
opposed every reduction since.  Differing in this and
sone other matters from the administration party
under Jackson, he, at the close of his second term,
retired o private life.  He died a few years ago.
Charles Davis, who came to Allentown only a little
later than Henry King, was a man of almost equal
promincnce professionally, while as a citizen he had
few superiors in disinterested usefulness. Mr, Davis
was born in Faston, Dec. 25, 1795, and pursued his
preliminary legal studies in the office of Hon. Samuel
Sitgreaves, being admitted to the har on Jan, 6, 1817.
In the same year he removed to Allentown. Here he
resided until 1839, following uninterruptedly his pro-
fossion, which developed a very extensive practice.
Mr. Davis removed to Reading in 1839, and from
there to Easton, his native place, in 1867. From this
time until his death, which occurred quite suddenly
on Jan. 19, 1873, he led a semi-retired life, but was
in the full enjoyment of his faculties, and was [re-
quently consulted by other members of the North-
ampton bar.  In speaking of Mr. Davis, Judge Max-
well gaid, “ It was worthy of remark that no attorney
had ever been more diligent in the practice of his
profession, nor more [aithful to his clients or more
interested and devoted to their interest; that, when
lus clients had committed to Mr, Davis their causes
and business, he devoted to their prosecution and
maintenance all the powers of his vigorous mind:
that Mr. Davis had not only been an able, successful,
and honorable lawyer, but had in other ways also
proven himself a valuable and useful citizen; that he
had always been a consistent, devoled Christian, and
had, by his walk and conversation, honored his re-
ligious profession.” M. H. Jones, Isq., in seconding
the resolutions offered by Judge Maxwell, said, “ That
he could indorse unto approval every word that had
been sald in eulogy of Mr. Davis by Judge Maxwell,
and that, in seconding the resolutions, he degired to
bear testimony Lo Mr. Davig’ worth and ability as 4
lawyer, and as a good and upright citizen: that he
had been a man ol undoubted talert and of great
legal experience, and had remained in full practice
until, lrom inereasing years and declining health, he
had been longer unable to attend to its demands: that
s opinions on legal questions were highly valued by
his fellow-members of the bar, and exhibited remark-

During four years of

able clearness ol mind,—this facile grasp of legal ques-
tions he had retained up to the time of his death.”

The resolutions referred to were as follows

“IWirneas, Intormation has Leen received of the death of Qharles
Daxis, Iri, the senior member of the Dar, who was admitted a8 an at-
torney of this Court on the gixth day of January, 1817, practiced at this
Bar for several vears, afterwards ventoved to Allentown, in the County of
Lehigh, and subsequently to Rewling, in Berks County, in which laist-
nuned countics he had a large and successful practice for many ¥RATE,
and & fow Fears ago returnad to this his native county, where he resided
at tho time of hiz deceaze,

“ Resolped, That this Bar bear testimony to the hizh character and
greaf worth and aceurate lemal knowledege of the Inmented doceased.
He was ever devoted to the interests of bis clicuts ; carnest and assiduous
in the taithful diselerge of his dufies to men and the Court, and diad at
an advanced age, infull Christinn hope.

“ Brsolved, That tho members of the Br will attend the funeral of
the deceused in a body, and wear the vaual badge of mourning, and that
an invitation be extended o the members of the Bar of Lehigh and
Berks Counties to unite with us in paying this lnst mark of respect to
the memory of the deceased.

“ Hesolved, That a copy of theso resolutions bo transmitied to the
widew of the deceased, and to the Bars of Lehigh and Berls Counties,
and published in the newspapers of this county,”

Mr. Davis left & widow and one son, the ITon. J,
Depuy Davis, who wag State scnator {rom DBerks
County.

Samuel Ruuk was born in Huuterdon County, N. J.,
Sept. 5, 1783, ITe received his eurly education at
home and in its vicinity, including a knowledge of
the classies and of the higher mathematics, with both
of which he maintained a close familiarity to his end.
1laving passed over his genecral studies, he took up
civil engineering as a specialty, and after scveral
years gpent In its theory and practiee, made a trip,
on. foot, through Pennsylvania, und from Pittsburgh on
a flut-boat, down the Ohio, in search of a future home.
The diary of this journey contains numerous iteins of
local interest, and some thrilling incidents in flat-boat
navigation at that early day,

Not finding the West to sait him, he returned to
Pennsylvania, and entered the law-oflice of Frederick
Smith, at Reading, as a student, and in due time was
admitted to the bar at that place, April 17, 1818. Soon
alter he came to Allentown, and was admitted to the
bar of Lehigh County, May 4, 1819, and thereafter
continnued to rezide here.

When he came to this county, this region was in-
tensely German. He took a leading and active part
in effecting a change.  Atatime when Sunday-schools
were an oifense to a large portion of the community,
he was instrumental in organizing, and becamc the
first president, of the first “ Lehigh Valley Sunday-
School Assoclation” established in this valley. The
first meeting to organize an Iinglish congregation in
Allentown was held at his office, and largely through
his efforts became successful, He became its treasurcer
for a number of years.

After the publie school system was adopted, he was
engaged from year to year, by the directors, to make
the examinations of applicants for teaching ; through
these examinations many of the inexperts were dropped
by the way-.
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He was never an aspirant for office, and never held
office, except of a purely local character. He was
burgess,

Asalawyer, he was thoroughly read in the standard
works of his profession. Having comc to the bar
when a small number orly of our State reports had
been published, he grew up with them, and had read
them all, a labor rarely achieved by those now com-
As a counselor, he ranked with the most
Nanc surpassed

ing in.
reliable at the bar during his period.
him in integrity.

As an advocate, e was not a dealer In sonorous
rhetorie, but sought to acquire as complete a knowl-
edge as practicable of the material facts of his cases,
and to present them, with the law, as concisely as
consistent with clearness and accuracy, and to rely
upon the intelligence and the integrity, of the court
and jury, to secure that justice'which belonged to
them,

He died May 21, 1848, after an illness of a few
days, the result of a cold contracted at the preceding
term of court. He was a good citizen and an upright
lawver. His remains repose in the dilapidated and
neglected grounds of the congregation which his early
efforts brouglt into existence.

Henry Jarrett, who began practice here in 1824,
was the son of Isaac Jarrett, and was born in Macun-
gie township, June 22, 1772, In 1798 he was elccted
justice of the peace for Macungie and Weissenberg
townships. He was marrvied to Elizabeth Heintz, of
Macungte, in 1800, He was sheriff of Northampton
County in 1812, when Lehigh was set off, and a few
years later studied law with a Mr. Cook and a Mr,
Kanlbock, and wag admitted to practice s an attor-
ney of Lehigh County Nov. 29, 1824, Ile resided
during his early married life at Millerstown and
Freemanshurg, but after his admission to the bar re-
moved to Allentown, and lived on Water Street, on
the property now owned by his daughter, Mrs. Maxr-
garet Reader. In 1829, Mr. Jarrett became clerk of
the courts of Lehigh County. He died Nov, 4, 1830,
at the age of fifty-eight yecars. Hig sou Phaon was
admitted to the bar of Lehigh Counly in September,
1835, He graduated at West Point, and beecame :
civil engineer. The only descendants of Henry Jar-
rett now living are Mrs. Angelina J. Troxell and Mrs,
Margarct Reader, of Allentown, the latter at this
writing being eighty-two years of age.

John 8. Gibbons was a prominent attorney ol about
the sume period us Mr, Jarrett. He was a native of
New York State, born at Poughkecpsic, July 11, 1802,
He removed to Philadelphia before reaching his ma-
jority, and studied for his chosen profession with two
prominent attorneys ot that city. In 1824 he came
to Allentown, and was immediately admitied to prac-
tice. He followed the profession until his death,
March 12, 1851, with great success. Duaring the
greater part of that period his office was at 031
Hamilton Street. He was a man of more than or-

dinary ability and of high character. From an obit-
uary notice published in onc of the local journals we
quote: ** Clear, calm, courteous, prudent, and prompt,
he wus at all times a most able advocate, & most for-
midalle opponent, and when roused by a case, or an
opposition that was worthy of his best efforts, he was
an eloquent and powerful orator. A strict observer
of professional honor and courtesy himself, he frowned
indignantly on the petty artifices and low chicanery
that with some men puss for professional skill, and
held in utter sovereign coutempt both the acts and
the actors of those degrading practices.”

The late Hon. Samuel A. Bridges, at his death the
oldest member of the Lehigh bar, was born at Col-
chester, Conn., Jan, 27, 1802. He secured an aca-
demic education in his native town, and graduated at
Williamstown College in the year 1826. He later
studied law, and in 1829 was admitted to practice in
his native State. . In 1830} he came to Pennsylvaniy,
first locating at Faston, and thence going to Doyles-
town. He, however, liked neither place, and =oon
came to Allentown, and remained here up to the time
of his death,—his admission to the bar of this county
occurring Feb. 1, 1830. DBeing a good lawyer he #oon
pained an extensive and lucrative practice, as well as
the good will of our people. Under the administra-
tion of Governor Porter he was appointed deputy at-
torney-general for Lehigh County in 1837, and held
the office for seven years, On the 22d day of Feb-
ruary, 1848, hie was elected to Congress to fill the un-
expired term of Hon. John W. Hornbeek, an old-timg
Whig, who died soon after having taken his seat in
1847. During the session for which he was cleeted
the Mexican war ended, and tlie American govern-
ment having been successtul, succeeded in the acqui-
sition of the Territory of Texas. Many very im-
portant measures werce brought before Congress, and
in all of which Mr. Bridges took a prominent part.
He returned from Congress March 4, 1848, Lehigh
and Bueks were then united as o distriet, and ITon.
Thomas Ross, of Bucks, was elected 111 1848 and 1850,
and in 1852, Lehigh being then entitled to the candi-
date, Mr. Bridges was agnin elected, serving two yvears,
from 1853 to 1855. Adter the expiration of his term
Lie again vigorously and actively pursued the practice
But after a retivement ol over
twenty vears from oflicial life, he in 1876 was again
elected to Congress, serving two years. Hix Con-
gressional record throughont was a good one. A man
of strong convictions of mind upon all subjects, and
possessed of the courage to boldly assert them at all
times, it mattered not to him whether in the minority
or majority, they were his views and always honestly
given, and with such forensic power and strength of
language as to carry great welght.

AMr. Bridees abandoned hix law practice a number
of years since, and lived in retirement.  He had long
becn the leading lawyer at the bar of this county, and
his practice large and highly remuncrative. While

of hig profession.
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in practice he devoted the whole force of his life to it.
He was well read, and blended the analytical with the
logical, and as an orator his style was picturesque and
powerful. His devotlion to the cause of his clients
was a distingnishing feature of his character. Their
canse was his eause, and the energy, force, and zeal
with which he conducted all cases committed to his
charge was the sceret of his success as a lnwyer. In
all his business transactions he was prudent and care-
ful, prompt in the discharge of his obligations, and
cxacting the same promptness from those with whom
he had dealings. Socially he was a pleasant and
companionable man, always having a kind word for
all whom he met. He was 2 man of cheerful disposi-
tion and of many kindnesses.

Mr. Bridees died Jan. 14 1884, He was twice
married, His firgt wife was Sarah Wilson, the young-
est daughter of James Wilson, u prominent and suc-
ceesful merchant of this city. She was a sister to
Thomas Wilson, James W. Wilson, Francis Wilson,
Mrs. Ilutter, Mra. Baeger, and Mrs. Dr. Martin. The
lady died in 1864, One child, a son, was the issue of
this marriage, but he ied in hig infancy. Ilis see-
ond wife, Miss Martha Stopp, daughter of the late
Joseph Stopp, deceased, survives him,

Of Peter Wyceoll little can be authentically related,
exeept the fact that he was born near Bound Brook,
N. J,, in 1808, studied law under Mr. McDowell, of
Doylestown, was admitted to the bar of this county
Sopt, 3, 1838, and died March 8§, Ilis oftice
was near where Evan Holben’s now 13, A few years,
about the middle of hiz professional life, were passed
in Philadelphia. He is remembered as an honest,
upright man, a good office lawyer, and tairly success-
ful in his profession,  His widosw, who was a daughter
of (ren. William Dirown, is still hiving,

Robert Emmett Wright, now the oldest attorney at
the Lehigh bar, was born at Carlisle, Pa., Nov. 30,
1810, After attending for several years the school of
Charles Waleg in his native town, he eutered the
drug-store of John C. Baehr, in 1826, Two years
later he came to Allentown and entered the ewmploy
of John B. Mozer, with whom he remained until
twenty-cue vears of age, when hie went into the drug
business for himself, But he had never cared par-
ticularly for this or auy other line of mercantile lite,
and consequently he soon abandoned it and entered
his name as a student of law, and upon Sept. 5, 1858,
was admitted to practice.
taking up the duties of hiz profession he attained
popularity, which was based npon his unselfish devo-
tion to various public interests, as well as upon his
cenerally recognized prolessional ability and trumst-
Politically he was and 18 a Demoerat.
While not in any sense a place-seeker, the possession
of various fitting qualities led to his appointment to a
nuber of honorable and responstble stations, in all
of which he proved himself more than adequate, e
was fwice appolnted distriet attorney by Attorney-
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Almost immediately aiter

fworthiness.

General J. K. Kane, and was twice given the office of
postmaster at Allentown. He acted as school director
for twenty-three years, and fcw men have done more
than he for the advancement of the eduecational in-
terests of the city, or, for that matter (though more
indirectly), of the county. He also served two ferms
as bargesg of Allentown. He was appointed a re-
porter of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania by
Governor William Fisher Pucker, and published the
first Index Digest of the Supreme Court Reports.

Always faithful in the discharge of whatever of
duty devolved upon him, and always kind and con-
siderate to all with whom he has come 1nto contact,
he has commanded thc respect and aflection of the
people in the community in which he has passed the
adult vears of a long life. Tew men have had more
friends ; few shown their worthiness of having them
by s0 numerous unsclfish labors for the good of indi-
viduals and institutions. It can be said of MMz,
Wright that he hasg been unceasingly a public bene-
fuctor,

The subject of these few inadequate lines (which,
however, are more extended and more full of praise
than perhaps he would wish) was joined in marriage
in 1836 with Maria, daunghter of Charles Hutter, of
Allentown. Their children are Carrie H., Charles
(deceased), Tda (wife of ITon. Evan Holben}, Mary
(wife of Dr. Laubach), Sarah R. (wife of A. C.
Brooks), Robert K. Wright, Jr. (born in 1847, now a
weall-known member of the Lehigh bar), J. Holmes
Wright {born in 1830), Mary [deceased], Minna A.
(wife of C. A. Miller), and J. Marshall Wright, the
present district attorney.

T{enry C. Longnecker, one of the best-known at-
torneyvs of hiz time, was born in Comberland County,
Pa., April 17, 1821, e was placed at school at Wil-
braham, Mass,, from whence he entered the Norwieh
Military University of Vermont, and was subsequently
eraduated at Lafayette College, Easton, Pa. After he
eraduated he chose the law as his profession, and en-
tercd upon its study in the office of Hon. James M.
Porter. He was called to the bar Jan. 26, 1843, After
the appointinent ot Mr. Porter as Secretary of War In
the cabinet of President Tyler, Mr. Longnecker took
charge ol hiz law business, and conducted the same
with entire satisfaction until the return of Mr. Porter
from Washington, after which Mr. Longuecker con-
cluded to make his residence in Lehigh County, and
accordingly was admitted to the bar here on the 30th
of January, 1844, and soon catered upon a successful
practice. Upon the breaking out of the war with
Mexico, Mr. Longnecker volunteered, serving as
licutenant and afterward as adjutant of his regihmuent,
He participated in all the principal engagements
under Gen. Scott, which ended in the triwmphal
entry of the United States army into the ciby of
Mexico. Upon his return from Mexico he was
clected district attorney of Lehigh County by a very
flattering vote, and in this capacity he acquitted him-
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sell’ with satisfaction. Iu 1851 and 1854, Col. Long-
necker was a dclepate to the Silate Democratic con-
vention of those years. In 18506 the trouble in Kansas
assumecd a grave aspect, and Mr. Longnecker, like
many earnest and conscientious Democrats of that
day, opposed the prineiples by which Lis party was
made the means of extending the area of slavery, and
was alterward an ardent advecate of the measures of
the Republican party. In 1838, Mr. Longnecker was
electedd a representative from Peunsylvania in the
Thirty-sixth Congress from the Sixth District, which
wis then decidedly Democratic, and served as a mem-
ber of the Committee on Military Alfairs, In the
war of the Rebellion he became colonel of the Ninth
Pennsylvania Infantry, and as such commuanded a
brigade in Western Virginia in 1861, He subse-
quently commanded a brigade at the battle of An-
tielam, Col. Longnecker was 1o ordinary man, In
addition to the liberal education which he received
he was endowed with a sound judgment upon public
affairs, and his counsels were often invoked by thosc
in power during the dark days of rcebellion.

He died Sept. 16, 1871, and left a widow (a danghter
of Mr. Samuel Lewig) and two children,

Johu D. Stiles, a native of Pennsylvania, settled.at
Allentown in the practice of his profession in 1844,
and has been a very successful luwyer. He was (as
the eivil list in the preceding chapter will show)
three tinies elected to Congress, the last time In 1868,
On the expiration of his term, in 1871, he returned to
the practice of law, in which he is still engaged. He
had been three tines a delegate to Demoeratic national
conveitions, the lirst being the convention of 1856,
when he aided actively in the nomination of James
Buochanan, as he alterward did in his election.

C. M, Runk is a nafive of Pennsylvania, and was
admitted Lo the bar at Allentown, Aug. 31, 1846. He
has had a successtul practice, and is still living.

James 3, Reese was one of the suceessful prae-
titioners at the Lehigh bar, and became a meinber of
the Legislature, as will be scen by reference to the
preceding chapter giving the civil list of the county.
He would doubtless have rcached higher stations in
the gift of ithe people had his life been spared, but he
died quite young. TTe was a native of Faston,

L. J. More, who was admitted to practice in 1849,
the year after Mr. Reese, was a native of Allentown,
and died there. He studied his profession with Sam-
uel Runk, and became quite & popular lawyer, espe-
cially as & counselor,

William Samucl Marx, in his time a leader of the
bar, was born at Wescosville, Lehiegh Co., March 1,
1829, and was the son of Samucl and Magdalena
(Beary} Marx. His father held several oflices of
public trust and howor, and while register of wills for
Lehigh County removed fo Allentown, residing oppo-
site the court-house. William received his early
education and preparation for college at the Allen-
town Avademy, then under the charge of Mr.

Douglass, He was ready for the froshman class of
Princeton at the age of fourteen years, but on account
ot his youth was put off for a yvear, after which delay
he was entered there, He wus graduated regularly
11 the class of 1848, having for his classmates, among
others, Rev., W, C, Cattell, D.D,, late president of La-
fayette College, and Ienry €. Pitney, vice-cliancellor
of New Jersey.

ile entered the law-office of Hon. Ilenry C. Long-
necker, at Allentown, immediately, and after fuithful
study was admitted to the bar of his native vounty
IFeb. 5, 18560, before he was fully of age. Ile was
characterized by great energy and determination, and
arly established himself as a force among his brethren
at. the bar. At that date the courts were regularly
attended by Judge J. M. Dorter, Hon, A, Ii. Browne,
A. H. Reeder, and others, leaders of the Easton bar,
and with them the younger men hesitated to contend;
but Mr. Marx carly demonstrated his willingnegs and
ability to meet and cope with lhemn in the trial of
cases, and with more than ordinary success, He was
appointed sheriff’s attorney by Sherift Nathan Weiler
1n 1853, and in 1856 was nominated and elected dis-
trict attorney, and served the full term., His labors
were arduous, because of an increase of important
cases growing out of riots during the construction of
the Leliigh Valley Railroad, and in securing the con-
viction of some ringleaders lie, by overwork, laid the
foundation of ill health, which, later, culminated in
the diseasc which carried him off. Among his asso-
clates of the bar he was early regarded chief, and had
one of the most sucecessful and luecrative practices
belore he had been ten years admitted. Aloup 1860,
on account of ill health, he associated with him in
practice Hon. C. M. Runlk, and continued the part-
nership until the antumn of 1864, In April, 1866,
while trying an important case at Easton, he con-
tracted a severe cold, and, unable to have it at once
checked because of his duty to his client, it took a
hold on his system which could not be shaken off)
and after five months of sickness he died, Sept. 2,
1366, at the carly age of thirty-seven and o half years.
Mr. Marx was in politics an ardent Democrat up to
the war, and in the eampaign of 1860 a follower and
great admirer of Stephen A, Douglag, and cust one of
the thirteen straight ballots given in Allentown to
that Presidential candidate. When the South chose
the arbitrament of war, lie was prompt to range him-
self on the side of the government, and never swerved
in the fiercost contests of partisanship of the succeed-
g years to aid by voice and vote the administration
of Abraham Lincoln in vindicating the constitutional
supremaey of the laws., This course separated him
widlely from his party, then and now dominant in his
native county. His later votes were consequently
given to the Republican candidate. His natarc was
such that he always entered ardently into and pushed
whatever he undertook, and, nothing of a politician,
1t was always easy to understand where he stood upon
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any question of the day. His circle of {riends and
admirers was large, and many of them surviving can
tell of interesting ineidents in his career,

May 18, 1854, he waz married to Josephine W,
Baldwin, of Bloomfield, N. J., by wlhom he had four
sons and one daughter. His widow and four children
survive hin,

Another strong lawyer, who, like Mr. Marx, died
very young, was John Oliver. He was born at Fas-
ton, received his early edueation st Vandever’s pri-
vate school In that place, and then entered IFranklin
and Magshall College, at Lancaster, from which he
graduated, standing high in hiz class. Immediately
commencing practice—he was admitted Nov. 3, 1856
—at Allentown, he rose rapidly in his profession. He
was popular and a good speaker, and thercfore it was
not strange that in 1870 he became the choice of the
Republicans of the distriet for Congress. He Jacked
only ubout one hundred and fifty votes of defeating
his opponent, E., L. Ackerman, although the Demo-
cratic majority in the district was very heavy. During
the war My, Oliver was major of the IPourth Regiment
Pennsylvania Militis, He died not long after his
candidature for Congress, at the age of thirty-four,
very widely and deeply lamented, and in his death
the I.ehigh bar lost one of its most brilliant orna-
roents, He was a man of strong character and vet
very fine intellectual fibre,—a scholarly and polished
gentleman,

(zeorge B. Schall, one of the memboers of the bar
who has passed away, was a native of Trexlertown,
anl a graduate of Princeton College. He was ad-
mitted to practice in 1857, became successively dis-
trict attornev and State senator.

Adam Woolever was a descendant of a family
among the pioneers fo this country trom the Palati-
nate, named Woblleber {Well-liver), numbering sev-
eral brothers, one of whom first settled in what is now
Columbia County, where a town located by them was
given the name of * Woolever-Stettle” (Woolever-
town ). Another planted hiz homoe in the Mohawk
Valley, N. Y., while another nestled down amid the
hills of New Jersey, within sight of the Delaware,
and in the original hiome of the proud Lenni Lenapes,
These hardy piloncers, having by hard labor founded
a home, cleared the forests, and broken up the s0il in
Columbia County, anticipating rest and comfort in
the days to come, had scarcely time to enjoy the
fruits of their toil before the hand of oppression
reaching across the broad ocean again grusped them,
and by the unjust taxation of her Majesty Queen
Anne, and some technical plan in the titles of land
they oceupied, deprived them of their rights and
houtes and compelled them to renew their efforts
elsewhere. Almost disheartened, but braving the
dangers and trials awaiting them, with Spartan
energy they packed fneir humble furniture on sleds
and, in the midst of a severe winter, wended their
way through an unbroken and almost trackless way

to the Molhiawk Valley, where they scttled once more.
I'rom this hardy and determined race sprang Adam
Woolever, the subject of this sketch, born in Tranklin
township, Warren Co., N. J., on the 7th of March,
1833, and the son of Adam and Diana Woolever.
In his boyhood he ecujoyed excellent educational
advantages, and at the age of about fifteen he entered
a store in Faston as clerk. Alter remaining for a
time he cntered tlie office of Judge Joseph Vliet, of
Washington, N. J., and read law for one year. With
a view to belter opportunities for study he left Wash-
lngton, and removing to Iaston, enterel the law-
office of the Hon. Judge McCartney, one of the most
eminent lawyers of the day. Here ke read law until
1855, when he was admiited to the bar, In March,
1854, he removed to Catasaugua and opened an office,
continuing in practice until 1859, when in the full of
that year he was appointed by Sheriff Haines as his
attorney, and served three years in that capacity. At
the end of hig term, in 1862, he was elected district
attorney, in which official rclation he served cred-
itably for three vears, In 1866 he, in connection
with David O. Saylor and Esains Rehrig, conceived
the idea of starting the Coplay Cement-Works, now
so well and {avorably known, and which project
proved successful. While thus engaged In manufac-
turing interests he continued the practice of law, and
in the fall of 1869 was elected to the Legislature,
serving creditably duaring the years 1870-72. In
1872 he was nominated in the Demoecratic caucus for
Speaker of the House, but the Republicans having a
majority, one of their number was chosen. In 1875
he was elected chief clerk of the House of Repre-
sentatives, in which capacity he served until the
spring of 1877, when the Republicans gained the
ascendencey and ended his term, From that fime he
lived & move or less retired life. He was also a can-
didate for the office of State senator, and at one time
mentioned for the gubernatorial ehair,

In 1876, Mr. Woolever published a very meritorious
book entitled “ Treasury of Wit and Humor,” con-
talning sayings of 931 authors, 1393 subjects, and
10,299 quotations,—a work favorably recelved by the
press, as also by literary and professional men. He
was a fine scholar, devoted much of his {ime to books,
and was as thoroughly versed in the standard and
hight literature of the day as any man in the city of
his residence. His social nature and genial temper
made numerous friends, and rendered his home the al-
most datly meeting-place of many kindred spivits. His
word ever was regarded as a law unto him, A man
of generous, kindly impulses, with the hand of charity
ever open for the needy and deserving, the poor ever
found in him & praectical helper and friend. As a
citizen he was plain and unassuming, treating the
poor and humble with the same deference as the rich
and exalted. His simple and polite demeanor made
him universally estecmed by all who knew him.

There were excellencies of character displayed in
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his private life, there were traits of goodness and kind-
ness and gemal warmth and brightness exhibited in
his soctal intercourse with those friends whose “ adop-
fion he had tried,” whick the world knew not ol
Few men exhibit the best that is in them to the world.
Those who have mingled in the strife of polities and
have douc battle in the arena in which selfishness and
hardness and cynicism are a part of the armor of sue-
cesstul combatants, hide the better feelings of their
nature from the gaze of the multitude. It was so
with Adam Woolever. 1t was only to those with
whom he was on terms of closest intimacy that he
spoke without reserve of those things of which he
thought most deeply. They only knew the enthusi-
astic love he had for all that is strong and pure and
beautifa] in humanity, and his detestation for false-
hood, cruelty, and deception. He had the manliness
of a man united with the tenderness of a woman.
He was as straightforward and honest in the warmth
of his friendships and the intensity of his dislikes as
a c¢hild. He was bluff and hearty in hig ways, with a
keenly humorous instinct, but with an undercurrent
of grave, old-fashioned courtesy and thoughtful con-
sideration for the feelings of others, A gentleman
because he possessed a gentle, kind heart, he was
ntterly incapable of mean and despicable things., His
knowledge of history was remarkable; he had studied
it as one who-looks beneath the surface to discover
the hidden springs of action which have changed the
currcnt of national life. He believed in the universal
brotherhood of man, aud all forms of oppression out-
raged the fine sense of justice which was a4 prominent
trait in his character.

In politics Mr. Woolever was always a Democrat,
I1e took an active part in every State campaign, and
was popular with the masses as a speaker. With a
clear perception of the issucs involved, a lucid style
of speaking, and a pleasing address, he combined an
agreewble modicum of facetioudness, never failing to
attract and hold the attention of his auditors. He
was also equally suecessful as a lecturer; his produc-
tions evincing close thought, careful study, and great
purity of langunge. He believed in “ woman’s rights,”’
and the injustice and incquality of the laws of the
various States with regard to women and their prop-
erty was a subject upon which he could quote an
array of facts absolutely unanswerable.

Mr. Woolever was married in January, 1857, to
Miss Lliza Ann Sayilor, onlyv danghter of Samuel
Suylor, of Hanover township. Their children arc
Lilly, Ida, SBumuel 8., Harry, Mageie, and three who
are deceased. The death of Adam Woolever oc-
curred on the 24th of Septenber, 1882, in his fiftieth
vear. The virtucs of his frue heart were apparent
in all his life to those who knew him best, and to
them 1s known how much constancy, truth, and man-
liness, how much tenderness, kindness, and charity,
arc buricd 1o his grave.

One of the forcmost names in the history of the

bench and bar of Lehigh County is that of Idwin
Albright, the president judge of the several courts,
He was born Nov. 8, 1838, in the part of Upper Mil-
ford township which, since its division, constilutes
the township of Lower Milford, and is of German ori-

gin. His ancestors settled here early in the last cen-
tury. Fis parents are Michacl and Maria Albright

(Schaeffer),

Aflter receiving a common-school and academie
education, he prosecuted the study of the law with
greab zeal and success, and In 1862 was admitted to
the bar. IFrom this time he was engaged in the active
practice of his profession until 1878, when he was
elected to his present position. e was district attor-
ney from 18G5 to 1868, and served two terms in the
Senate of Pennsylvania (1870 to 1876), having been
elected as a Democrat for the first terin in the district
composed of Lehigh and Northampton, and for the
gsecond in that of Lehigh and Carbon Counties,

During his term of service in the Senate that body
contained among its menmbers some of the most emi-
nent lawyers In the State; 1t covered the period 1ne-
mediately following the adoption of the new Consti-
tution of 1873, which nccessitated the enactiment of o
large body of most important laws,  An opportunity
was thus afforded for the application of his extensive
knowledge of the law and its practice in the courts.
He served on the Judiciary Committee, and was one
of the committee of lawyers to examine and report
upon an elaborate ¢ivil code which had becn prepared
by a commission. Tle ranked with the most eminent
lawyers with whom he was associated In his legisla-
tive career, and the mmost important legislative enact-
nrents during this period bear his impress,

His administration of justice 1s distinguished for
‘indness, impartiality, firmness, and energy, while
his decisions show great learning and research, are
well considered, and rarely disturbed.  Ile hias earned
and muintained the confidence of the people of his
native county by a faithful discharge of every duty
with ability and integrity.

In 1866 he married Rebeeea Y. Sieger, and lag
children, a daughter, Bertha, and a son, Roderiek,

Hiram H, Behwartz, who was admitted to practice
in 1858, now a resident of Berks County, was a native
of North Whitehall., Jle was, as will be seen by vefer-
ence to the civil list, at one time superintendent of
schools of Lehigh County.  Hemoving toe Kutztown,
lie was thrice elected as the representative of Berks
County in the State Legislature.  He is now judge ot
the Orphans” Court. |

The late Alfred B. Bchwartz, brother of Hiram I,
was born.in North Whitehall, praduated from Frank-
lin and Marshall College, was admitted to practice in
1859, and by the time the war broke out had attained
a very respectable clientage. He entered the army
as captain of a company in the One Hundred ansd
Forty-seventh Regiment, and after considerable ser-
vice returned home and died.
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